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The Hon. J. D. TEAHAN: There is no
attraction for them to remain on the re-
serve. On the subject of the provision of
houses for natives, I would like to see more
being built in the Murchison area. Very
little, if any, housing accommodation is
provided for them. In this regard I would
Paint out that housing accommodation is
provided for natives in the southern and
northern portions of the State; therefore,
some attention should be given to the ques-
tion of providing houses for natives on
the Goldfields.

Finally I want to touch on the subject of
the railways, particularly the services in my
province. For many years it has been
recognised that the railway station at Kal-
goorlie should be improved, but it has been
left in its original state. The station is
like a number of rabbit warrens badly
sited. It has been promised that today
or tomorrow something worth while will
be done to improve the station, and that
after the expenditure of a. few thousand
pounds there will be a glorious station in
Kcalgoorlie.

That promise has not been fulfilled, but
it should be. The Kalgoorlie railway station
will be there, irrespective of how gold-
mining progresses. It will always be the
first point of entry into, and the last point
of departure from, the State for passen-
gers travelling by train. That being the
position the station should be an impres-
sive point of entry.

At present, passengers on the Kal-
goorlie express, stepping from air-condi-
tioned coaches on to the platform in hot
and dusty weather, feel the intense heat.
They appreciate the cool driks which can
be obtained at the bar, but they should be
able to Partake of these refreshments in
greater comfort. The bar should be equal
to the best in the State. Most of the hotels
and bars on the Goldfields have been fin-
proved in recent years, and are equal to
the best in the metropolitan area. Why
could not the railway station and bar be
improved to the same extent? One day an
attempt is made to install better lighting,
but before it is completed an attempt is
made to carry out some painting, but again,
before the painting can be completed, an
attempt is made to place some chromium-
plated fittings in the bar. It seems that
hall-measures are taken in that respect.

Some time ago a new manager of the
refreshment rooms at the Kalgoorlie
station was appointed. His wile wanted to
put up5 curtains to improve the appearance
of the place; and she did so. However,
when she and her husband left, the cur-
tains went with them, because they be-
longed to her and not to the Railway
Department;' That seems to be the set-up.
The facilities in the refreshment rooms
and in the bar should be equal to the
best so that train passengers may be given
a good impression of the State.

Those of us who travel home to the
Goldfields each week on the train are
aware of the impressions of the passengers
and what they desire at the Kalgoorlie
railway station. I am certain that the
impressions at the first point of entry to a
State count a lot, and Kalgoorlie is the
first point of entry. For those returning
to the Eastern States it is their last Impres-
sion, and that impression should be a good
one. Many of them on returning to the
East will be asked their impressions of the
long train journey. We would like them
to say, "We sat down in a beautiful re-
freshment room, and we were served with
cool drinks in nice surroundings."

I ask that urgent attention be given to
this matter by the Government. One simple
way to give the visitor a good impression is
to provide good facilities at Kalgoorlie,
although there are a thousand other ways.
Improvements at Kalgoorlie are a necessity
and they should be carried out.

On motion by the Hon. F, J. S. Wise,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.

,rghilatiurp Aamwrutlly
Tuesday, the 21st July, 1959
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

*KENT STREET HIGH SCHOOL

Annexes

1. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is there any truth in rumours
that either the Kensington State
School in Banksia, Terrace, Ken-
sington, or the South Kensington
State School will shortly become
an annexe of Sent Street High
School?

(2) If so, will he give details of the
proposal?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

KENSINGTON SCHOOL

Cost of Fence

2. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Education:

What is the anticipated total cost
of the new fence being constructed
at Kensington State School in Blank-
sia Terrace, Kensington?

Mr. WATTS replied:
The anticipated cost is £991.

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Internal and external repairs and

renovations together with some
new sewerage connections.

(2) End of October.
(3) E8,470.

CONDITIONAL PURCHASE LAND
Acreage and Dlevelopment

4. Mr.
Lands:

KELLY asked the Minister for

(1) How many acres of land are still
covered by conditional purchase
conditions under the Land Act?

(2) How much of the land in question
has been developed to the pro-
duction stage?

(3) How much should have been
developed to the production stage
at the end of December, 1958?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) 12,826,214 acres as at the St0th

June, 1959.
(2) and (3) The Land Act provides

that conditional purchase lessees
shall expend in prescribed im-
provements, within 10 years, a
sum equal to double the purchase
price. Therefore, information re-
lating to area under production
is not available from depart-
mental records.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS
Apprentices

5. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) How many apprentices completed
their apprenticeship at the State
Engineering Works during the six
Years ended the 31st March this
Year?

(2) Of this number, how many were
employed at the State Engineer-
ing Works following the comple-
tion of their articles?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1 0.

(2) The number of these employed
at the 31st March, 1953, was 26.
This number has been retained
mainly as a result of the work
force at the State Engineering
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Works increasing since the 31st
March, 1953, by 99-of whom 0
were tradesmen. Of the remain-
ing 44, 10 were discharged on
completion of their apprentice-
ship and 34 resigned or were dis-
charged subsequently.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING
Rates and Cost to Government

6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
(1) What was the cost to the Gov-

ernment per column/inch for
advertising in-

(a) The West Australian;
(b) Daily News;
(c) Sundayj Times;

prior to the 1st July, 1959?
(2) What was the total payment to

each of these newspapers respec-
tively for the financial year end-
ed the 30th June, 1959?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) (a) Prior to the 1st July, 1959.

Classified Advertising:
£2 2 0 per single column

inch-Elections, Municipal
Notices, Public Notices,
Railway and Tramway
Notices, Situations Vacant,
Tenders, Personal.
£:1 19 8 per single column

inch - Auctions, Country
Properties, For Sale, Houses
and Land for Sale.
Classified, Display:

£2 2 0 per single column
-inch-All classifications no

loadings.
Note: Discount to Classified

Advertisers:
21% on expenditure £1500-

£2499 per annum
31% on expenditure £2500-

£4999 per annum
5% on expenditure £.5000 or

more per annum
Di1s pIa y Advertisements

News Pages:
£2 6 0 per single column

incih-Plus varied loadings
if ordered for pages 2-? or
guaranteed feature pages
or early general news.
Space orders at reduced
rate are held by various
Government departments.

(b) Prior to the 1st July, 1959.
Classified Casual 2s. 3d.

per line 13 lines to inch.
Special Section Display

£1 10 0 per single column
inch.

General Display Casual
£1 15 0 per single column
inch.

Varied loadings if Dis-
play Advertisements are
ordered for special pages
or positions.

(c) Prior to the 1st July, 1959.
Advertising Government

Section £El 11 6 per single
column inch.

Display Advertising. Var-
ied rates according to con-
tracts and positions.

(2) The West Australian £14,960.
Daily News £1,828.
Sunday Times £6,658.

RURAL AND INDULSTRIES BANK

Lifts in New Building
7. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Has a contract been entered into

for the supply and installation of
lifts in the new Rural and Indus-
tries Bank building?

(2) What make of lift has it been
decided to have installed?

(3) Was the cost of supplying and in-
stalling lifts included in the de-
Partm~ntal estimate of £800,000
which has been quoted as being
the probable cost of the complete
building?

(4) Was the cost of supplying and in-
stalling lifts included in the figure
of £696,651 which was quoted by
the Minister as the tender price
which had been accepted?

Mr. WILD replied;
(1) Yes.
(2) Otis.
(3) Yes.
(4) Yes.

Excess Amounts for Sub-Contracts
8. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Were the prices quoted in the list

of building projects tabled by him
for which tenders had been ac-
cepted, inclusive of all sub-con-
tracts necessary to complete all
buildings to Plans and specifica-
tions?

(2) What is the estimated amount in
excess of the tendered price of
£696,651 which will have to be
paid to contractors to complete
the building of the Rural and
Industries Bank?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) This contract does not contain a

"rise and fall" clause. Therefore,
unless the bank requires ad-
ditional work to be carried out,
the contract should he completed
within the amount of the tender-
ed price.
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VODLUNTEER FIREMEN

Pdymenit hi Lieu of Remuneration as
Fire Guards

9. Mr. H ALL asked the Chief Secretary:
(1) Will volunteer. firemen receive

from the Fire Brigade Board any
form of monetary~ remuneration
to offset loss of revenue to brig-
ade funds brought about by the
dismissal of volunteer firemen as
fire guards at theatres and con-
cert halls?

(2) If so, how much will be paid to
each brigade?

(3) Where will the money come from
to make remuneration possible?

(4) What will be the total amount
paid per year?

Mr. BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)
replied:

(2) Yes.
(2) Honoraia (merit) payments in-

creased by £200 per annum per
brigade.

(3) W.A. Fire Brigades Board,
(4) £8,400.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
Farms occupied, etc.

10. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many farms were occupied
recently at Eneabba?

(2) How many still remain unoccu-
pied within this proicet area?

(3) What is the total number of
W.S.L.S. applicants in all cate-
gories still eligible to be granted
f arms?

(4) Ho0w many applicants are still
outstanding for dairy properties?

(5) In view of the criticism recently
voiced by a Country Party com-
mittee in regard to the plight of
dairy farmers generally, is it his
intention to provide greatly im-
Proved conditions to apply in the
case of all remaining applicants
in order to avoid creating further
substandard dairying properties?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No farms are occupied, as yet, at

Eneabba. Twenty-five were ad-
vertised for allotment, in Bro-
chure No. 53, applications for
which closed on Friday, the 10th
July.

(2) After allotment of the farms ad-
vertised per question No. (1), 19
farms remain to be advertised.

(3) 145 qualified' and applying; 418
Qualified to apply but not apply-
tug,

(4) One.
(5) No report was made by a

Country Party committee in re-
gard to dairy farms.

PRIVATE BUSINESS CONCERNS

Government Assistance

11. Mt. MAY asked the Minister for In-
dustrial eivelopment:

(1) Will he advise the House of the
number of private business con-
cerns .and. establishments in
Westerh Australia that have re-
ceived financial dssistance by way
of loans, or otherwise, over the
Past six years?

(2) Will he advise the names of the
business concerns and establish-
ments?

(3) WVl~at original amounts were ad-
vanced by th4' State Govern-
ment?

(4) Are any amounts stlU owing, as a
resuizi of such advances?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) 72, Including, guarantees not in-

volving cash advances.
(2) It is not, considered advisable to

make these, details available, but
I will be Pleased to show the in-
formation to t ie hion. member if
he desires to see it.

(3) £1,059,488.
(4) Yes.

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT

Revenue

12. Mr EVANS asked the Minister for
Railways:

Would he please supply the figures
indicating the revenue received by his
department for the year ended the
30th June, 1958, from the haulage of
the following goods traffic-

(a) Coal-from Collie to Boulder
for the Kalgoorlie Power
Corporation siding?

(b) Sawn timber from South-
West stations of origin to
Boulder, for distribution to
these mines' sidings:-Croe-
sus, Golden Gate, Kam ballie,
Trafalgar, Great Boulder
siding, Gold Mines of Sal-
goorlie siding?

(c) Mining timber from Duni to
Boulder for the above-named
sidings?

(d) Oil fuels from-
(i) Esperance;

(ii) North Fremantle
to Boulder for above sidings?

(e) Explosives, chemicals, and
general merchandise ex Fre-
mantle and Perth to above
sidings adjacent to Boulder?
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Mr. COURT replied:
(a) £122,693.
(b) £7,863.
(c) £05.
(d) (0) Ex Esperance £101,073.

dii) Ex Fremantle £1.697.
Ex North Fremantle
£322.

(e) (0) Traffic ex explosives
area, Woodman's Point
to explosives area, Sal-
goorlie for local disti-
butlon-! 17,598.

00i General merchandise,
including chemicals
and mining machinery
Ex Fremantle £19,231.
Ex North Fremantle

£11,871.
Ex Perth £3,522.

TRAMWAY DEPARTMENT
Retrenchments and Retirements

13. Mr. BRAND: Some time last week,
Mr. Oldfleld, member for Mt. Lawley,
asked me some questions without notice.

Mr. Hawke: Last week?
Mr. BRAND: No,. the week before.

His questions were as follows:-
(1) How many employees have been

retrenched by the Government
from all departments other than
tramways and railways since the
1st April?

(2) How many of these were over 50
years of age?

(3) How many have been compulsor-
ily retired on superannuation be-
tween the ages of 60 and 65
years?

I now have the replies to those ques-
tions, which are-
(1) The answer to this part of the

(2)
(3)

Question was given on Tuesday,
the 7th July, 1959.
Forty-five.
Nil.

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
Tabling of Agreement

14. Mr. BRAND: As promised, could I[
now. Mr. Speaker, lay on the Table of
the House a copy of the agreement be-
tween Mr. W. W. Mitchell, as Public
Relations officer, and the Government?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
A copy of the agreement was tabled.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE
Siting

MR. OLUFIELD (Mt. Lawley) (4.421: 1
move--

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable the member for Mt. Law-
ley to move aL motion forthwith re-
garding the proposed siting of the

1Ii

F'remantle railway bridge, and for
the same to be dealt with by the
House before the Address- in- reply is
adopted.

Do you require questions without notice
to be heard first, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has
the floor at the moment, and if he wants
to move the motion he can continue with
it now. We can always have questions
without notice afterwards, or we may even
do away with them.

Mr. Tonkin: I hope you will not try
that!

The SPEAKER: I did not hear the hon.
member.

Mr. Tonkin: I am just suggesting that I
hope you will not try that.

Mr. OLDFIELD: With your permission,
Sir, I can move my motion after the
questions without notice.

The SPEAKER, No; it is Quite all right.
The hon. member may carry on.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I have moved this
motion because of the urgency of the posi-
tion that has arisen. Last Friday morning
it was reported in the Press that the Gov-
ernment had amended the policy of the
previous Government; that is, it had de-
cided to proceed with the upriver develop-
ment of the Fremantle harbour, instead
of extending it seaward.

As most members are aware, on the 8th
September, 1954, the then member for
Fremantle (the Hon. J. B. Sleeman) put
the following motion before the House for
its consideration:-

That this House requests the Gov-
ernment to go on with the outward to
the south extension scheme instead of
the upriver scheme for the Fremantle
Harbour, and also that this House does
not agree to the building of a short-
life wooden structure railway bridge
downstream and adjacent to the
present traffic bridge as per Messrs.
Brisbane and Dumias's report.

That motion was subsequently agreed to
by this House on the 13th October, 1954.

You, Sir, have always taken a keen in-
terest in transport and harbour develop-
ment, and you have also adopted a realistic
viewpoint on rail traffic between Fremantle
Harbour and rural areas; and I am pleased
to say that, as a floor member in that year,
you supported that motion moved by the
member for Premanitle.

My reason for moving for the suspension
of Standing Orders is to move the follow-
ing motion:-

That this House reaffirms the motion
moved on the 8th September, 1954, by
the then member for Fremantle, the
Hon. J. B. Sleemnan-

That this House requests the
Government to go on with the out-
ward to the south extension scheme
instead of the upriver scheme for
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the Fremantle Harbour, and also
that this House does not agree to
the building of a short-life wooden
structure railway bridge down-
stream and adjacent to the pre-
sent traffic bridge as per Messrs.
Brisbane and Dumas's report.

and subsequently passed on the 13th
October, 1954, with the support. of
Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver, and
Messrs. Ackland, Bovell, Cornell, Court,
Heal, Hearman, J. Hegney, Jamieson,
Lapharn, Lawrence. Mann, I. Manning,
Mculloch, Nimmo. Owen, Perkins,
Sleemnan, Yates, and Oldtleld.

You, Mr. Speaker, will remember that
most contentious debate some five years
ago, and that the motion was ultimately
carried by a margin of three votes. At the
time, the member for Fremantle put up
a very sound case in support of his motion,
and it was significant that the then Min-
ister for Works was unable to give the
House a satisfactory answer to it.

Although the motion, as I have already
pointed out, was subsequently carried by
this House, it was completely ignored by
the Government during the life of that
Parliament. But the same Government.
some four years later, amended its exist-
ing policy on the development of the port
of Fremantle. The Present Government
has, according to the Press reports,
amended the policy again.

This question of development of Pre-
mantle Harbour has always brought about
a great deal of argument and dissension,
not only since Mr. Tydemnan submitted his
report in 1948 on the development of the
port of Fremantle, but also ever since the
harbour was first built. If we care to read
Hansard covering the early history of the
State, it will be found that those records
will show debate after debate on the sub-
ject. Also, various Governments have had
submitted to them several reports on the
development of Fremantle Harbour from
Sir Alexander Gibb. Colonel Tydeman, Mr.
Meyers, and Messrs. Brisbane and Dumas.

On every occasion when upriver develop-
ment of the harbour has been advocated,
there has been just as much considered
opinion put forward advocating the con-
trary. Some experts are of the opinion
that the southern or seaward development
of the harbour is the only progressive and
long-range plan that could be put into
operation. However, one of the principal
arguments submitted in opposition to such
a plan by successive Governments has been
a shortage of funds. That is the only
excuse that has ever been. given for con-
tinuing the development of the harbour
upriver. Members are well aware, however.
that throughout the ages it has been found
that Governments are always short of
funds.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the motion for the
suspension of Standing Orders and not
speak in regard to the substantive motion
he intends to move.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I cannot convince the
House of the need to suspend Standing
Orders to enable me to move my motion
unless I give members some idea of what
it is all about.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will
confine himself to the motion for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I intend to link it up.
The SPEAKER: Very well.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The matter is most
urgent. If I wait until the debate on the
Address- in -reply is concluded, there is a
possibility that plans and specifications will
be drawn and a commencement of the work
on the railway bridge will be made. Judg-
ing from previous experience, it will be
another three or four weeks before the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply is concluded. I therefore consider
it is most urgent that this matter should be
discussed by the House before that debate
is finished.

The Votes and Proceedings and the Par-
liamentary Debates show that the last
discussion that was held on the question
of the development of Fremantle Harbour
was in 1954 when this House carried a
resolution which stated that there should
not be any upriver development but sea-
ward development.

The Government of the day should have
an expression of opinion from this Parlia-
ment. Millions of pounds of the taxpayers'
money are about to be expended in the
development of Fremantle Harbour. Where
such a large sum is involved, the Govern-
ment should at least know the feeling of
Parliament.

Mr. Brand: What was the voting on the
motion you mentioned?

Mr. OLDFIELD: The voting was 20 to
17. The Government chose to ignore that
motion and proceeded with its policy.
Some four years later it amended that
policy, and now the policy has been
amended again. This policy is being
changed continually by successive Govern-
ments, until neither I nor anybody else
knows what is to be the future of Fre-
man tie Harbour.

Every time we take one step further up-
river we will make the day more remote
when outward development will be under-
taken. Had we set aside a sum of money
each year and spent it progressively since
Colonel Tydeman made his report to Par-
liament, the extension of the port would
have been established.

If shortage of funds was the reason for
not proceeding with the development of the
port, and the construction of piers and
wharves, then we should adopt the policy
which is in existence in Sydney and other
parts of the world-that is, to allow private
enterprise to construct the piers, wharves,
and sheds. There are privately-owned port
facilities in Sydney and in most foreign
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countries. In fact, Fremantle has the only
socialised harbour trust that I know of. I
thought the present Government would
have been anxious to seize the opportunity
to discontinue further the running of a
socialised harbour trust, allow private en-
terprise to put up the necessary facilities,
and so overcome the necessity of having
to raise the finance itself.

I do not know how far I can proceed
in my move to suspend the Standing
Orders, but I shall proceed until you, Mr.
Speaker, tell me otherwise. Colonel Tyde-
man, in his report in 1948, estimated that
upriver development of seven berths would
run to approximately £7,530,009. That
sum would go a long way towards provid-
ing the seaward development necessary to
make the port of Fremantle capable of
handling modern and large-sized shipping.
We also know from that report that any
ship in excess of 750 ft. will not be able to
use Fremantle Harbour, because the turn-
ing circles are not large enough, further-
more, the harbour is not deep enough to
accommodate ships of that size, without
extensive dredging.

As modern ships get larger, the difficulty
will become greater. We can see what is
happening at present when tankers of
30,900 tons are using Cockburn Sound.
Much of the funds of the State has been
expended to dredge that sound. But for
what purpose? It is used by shipping serv-
ing the B.H.P. steel works and B.P. Re-
finery. Could it not be used for general
or bulk cargoes.

As Cockburn Sound has been dredged, I
consider that bulk cargoes of wheat and
other commodities could be diverted to it;
so that Fremantle Harbour would not be
cluttered up with that type of cargo. The
time will arrive when shipowners will re-
fuse to send ships to Fremantle, because
the port is incapable of handling vessels of
an economic size. We also know what a
death trap Fremantle Harbour can become.
with No. 1 berth used for inflammable
cargoes.

The SPEAKER-. Order! The hon. mem-
ber has gone far enough away from the
motion before the Chair. He is now dis-
cussing the merits of the motion. I would
like him to confine his remarks to the
motion to suspend Standing Orders.

Mr. OL.DFIELD; I feel it is necessary
and urgent to suspend the Standing Orders
in order to debate this motion, because at
this stage we do not know the policy of
the Governminet. We have not been in-
formed of this policy in regard to the
south -of -the-river railway linking Cock-
burn Sound and Fremantle. What is to
be the policy regarding that line? Are we
to ignore the advice of the town Planners,
after all the expense that has been in-
curred in obtaining expert advice from
town planners and engineers? Will the
Government give an indication of the
future policy for the development of the
port of Premantle?

Will the Government give an indication
of the policy on town planning as related
to Fremantle and Cockburn Sound; on the
development of Cockburn Sound as a bulk
handling port; on the south- of -the-river
railway line; and on the express way to
Swinana? Many millions of pounds have
)3een expended on development south of
Fremantle, but we are not utilising fully
the facilities brought about by that
expenditure.

I find it difficult to continue further in
moving for the suspension of Standing
Orders, but I hope I have given the Rouse
sufficient reason for the urgency of debat-
ing this motion-if only to give us the
opportunity of learning from the Govern-
ment what is to be the continued policy,
what is to be the ultimate policy, and how
much it will cost to Provide another tem-
porary expedient.

A whole cavalcade of temporary build-
ings, temporary bridges, and other struc-
tures have been erected as expedients by
successive Governments, because they
pleaded insufficiently of loan funds and
of revenue to do the jobs properly. Today
we are saddled with a legacy of the past-
that is, the temporary structures-and we
appear to be perpetuating that policy.

I draw attention to one fact: When this
State had a little more than 100,000 people,
it was able to establish the harbour trust.
railways, the Art Gallery, the Museumn, the
Public Library, the Police Court buildings,
and the Supreme Court building. At the
time, the Government did not plead -an in-
sufficiency of loan funds. It got on with
the job and built Permanent structures of
which we are Proud, and which have
served us wellI. We are reaping the fruit
of their labours. Instead of doing some-
thing for posterity the Government ap-
Pears to be continuing its policy of build-
ing temporary structures. I commend the
motion to the House.

MR. BRAND LGreenough-Premier
[4.58]: I oppose this motion for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders. In moving
the motion the hon. member was allowed
a, good deal of latitude in putting forward
the subject matter of the debate. I did
not make any move to draw your atten-
tion to the fact, Mr. Speaker. I felt that
he had certain points to make, and they
might as well be made now as at any other
time.

The fact remains that had Cabinet
made its decision six weeks ago on this
subject, it could have been a matter of
urgency as far as Parliament was con-
cerned. If this motion is to be considered
as a matter of urgency, there will be many
claims by members that matters which
they wish to bring up before the H-ouse
are also urgent; therefore any move on
their part for the suspension of Standing
Orders to enable the matters to he dis-
cussed will naturally have some justifi-
cation.
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The Government refused a request by
the member for East Perth for the suspen-
sion Of Standing Orders in respect of an-
other matter, and I see no point or justi-
fication In agreeing to the request now
made by the member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. Graham: You think he should tack
his proposition to the end of the Address-
in-reply?

Mr. BRAND: Following the acceptance
of the precedent set by the Labour Party,
he could do that. We do not intend to
do that so long as we have the numbers
to defeat the motion.

Mr. Graham: How long will that be?
Mr. BRAND: It will be for the full

period of our three-year term.
Mr. Graham: You hope!
Mr. BRAND: As far as this matter is

concerned, it is correct to say that there
has been much debate on the question of
the siting of this bridge, and in connec-
tion with the upriver development of FPre-
mantel Harbour.

Cabinet made a decision because it was
necessary that a decision should he made.
In that decision, Cabinet altered a decision
of the previous Government. I do not
feel justified, Sir, in taking advantage of
your indulgence to go through the whole
history of what has taken place. We can
do that in due course, and it will be of
great interest to know not only-as men-
tioned by the member for Mt. Lawley to-
day-the way members voted on the last
division, but the manner in which they
have voted from time to time as these
motions have been moved.

Indeed, it is interesting to read the re-
port in Hansard of the speeches made by
various members, including the previous
Minister for Works. I have always sup-
ported the view that, once having decided
that the development should not be up-
stream to a point near Point Brown, it
should be limhited to the traffic bridge. I
have consistently advocated and supported
all moves in that respect. This is not an
expediency; it is a decision which will
make for permanency. An extra five
berths will be provided in Fremantle Har-
bour. Having done that, we will have to
accept, I think, that it will be the limit
of the upriver development.

However, it is sufficient for me to say
at the present time that I oppose the move
for the suspension of Standing Orders. I
consider this matter can be debated when
the Address-in-reply has been completed.
I say that simply because I do not con-
sider this to be a question of urgency.

AM. TONKIN (Melville) [5.2]: Because
I believe it is necessary to get an early
expression of opinion on this matter, on
account of the number of people who will
be involuntarily disturbed, I am supporting
the move by the member for Mt. Lawley
to discuss it.

The people of North Premantle propose
holding a public meeting next week in order
to register their opposition to the Govern-
ment's decision. I have been invited to
attend that meeting-the date of it has nlot
yet been definitely fixed-in order to ex-
press my views on what ought to be done
in the best interests of the State. It would
considerably strengthen the hands of those
parliamentary representatives who are
thinking or attending the meeting, if they
were armed with an expression of opinion
from Parliament. It is a remarkable fact
that there are three Ministers in this Gov-
ernnment. who previously definitely regis-
tered their opposition to any upriver ex-
tension.

Mr. Bovell: How often have you regis-
tered it?

Mr. TONKIN: They are the Minister who
just interjected, the Minister for Transport,
and the Minister for Railways. The Rail-
way Department was strongly opposed to
any site other than the one decided upon
by the Hawke Government; namely, a site
adjacent to the existing railway bridge.

Mr. Brand: What were the grounds?
Mr. TONKIN: I am not allowed to enter

into that matter, but I will tell the Premier
later.

Mr. Court: You are not right there.
Mr. TONKIN: I am, because I have seen

the file; and, what is more, the Minister
for Railways was strongly opposed to up-
river extension. I think we are entitled to
know early whether the new Commissioner
of Railways had an opportunity, of giving
his advice to Cabinet before the decision on
this question was made. There are a num-
ber of aspects involved in this matter
which, I think, ought to be discussed early;
and the only way in which we can get an
opportunity for early discussion, and pos-
sible action, is to agree to the motion
moved by the member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. Brand: Is this a matter for the
Railway Department or is it one of port
development?

Mr. TONKIN: I should say that as it is
a railway bridge, and the Railway Depart-
ment is expected to pay for it-this will
definitely affect the department's finances
-the department ought to be entitled to
some say in the decision.

Mr. Brand: It has had that say.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the first intima-
tion I have had of it. The decision was made
so quickly that it appeared to me there was
hardly sufficient. time for the new Commis-
soner of Railways to be familiar with the
circumstances and to give his advice. I
would like to hear something on that score.

This is a vital matter, not only to the
people of North Fremantle but to the people
of the State generally, because this new
decision involves millions of expenditure.
It will be more costly to build a bridge
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adjacent to the road bridge than to build
one alongside the existing railway bridge.
Considerable expenditure will be involved,
and a considerable amount of dredging will
be necessary; and this dredging,' the
Harbour Trust maintains, should be done
at the expense of the Railway Department.
Apparently the Railway Department has
not been consulted on this aspect. The cost
of resumptions is of such magnitude as to
involve great expenditure of public funds.

Mr. Brand;, What is the alternative?
What does it involve?

Mr. TONKIN: It involves a bridge which
can be contructed mare cheaply, with
scarcely any resumptions having to be
made. It cannot be argued that the pro-
vision of additional berths is an immediate
necessity, because I have detailed figures
of the harbour requirements in recent
years, and they show that the demand for
harbour facilities is lessening considerably,
instead of increasing.

There are, however, a number of aspects
on the desirability of doing what the
Government is doing which you, Sir, would
not permit me to discuss now, but which
I would like to have the opportunity of
discussing as early as possible in order
that, if there are satisfactory answers to
these questions, we can be given those
answers. I say that because I went away
from this country convinced that the right
plate for this bridge was adjacent to the
road bridge: and I fought for that point
of view in this House against the opinion
of the Minister for Railways, the Minister
for Lands, and the Minister for Transport.

Mr. Heal: That was not very much oppo-
sition!

Mr. TONKIN; I fought to maintain that
point of view; but, as a result of what I
observed oversees, I sent a communication
from Europe to my Government in this
State telling it to cease operations even
though I was aware that a start had been
made, or was about to be commenced.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like the
hon. member to confine himself to the
motion. I think the arguments he is ad-
vancing now are arguments which would
more appropriately be given in support of
the motion foreshadowed by the member
from Mt. Lawley.

Mr. TONKIN: I agree, Sir, and I amn
sorry. I repeat that I believe the matter is
of such urgency and there are so many im-
portant aspects involved, that we should
take the earliest opportunity to discuss it.
As there appears to be quite a change of
opinion on the part of a number of mem-
bers, we should be given the reasons for the
change of opinion in order that we ban sat-
isfy the people outside that the decision is
the correct one, and that it is not just a
fetish on the Part of the Government that
it has to alter everyvthing the Hawke
Labour Governiment did.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-_

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr.' Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hal
Mr. Hawke
Mr. HReal
Mr. J7. Hegney
Mr. Jamileson
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommrelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr, Guthie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Ayese-23.
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Tetter.)
NoOs--24.

Mr, W, A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimino
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 5. W.f Mannin';

t Trter.)
Majority against-I.
Question thus negatived.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
TOURIST AUTHORITY
Country Representation

1.Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
(1) Is he aware of an article headed

"Limit on Plan For Tourists,"
which appeared in The West Aus-
tralian on the 10th July last?

(2) If so, is this a correct report of
what the Premier said?

Premier Brand said yesterday
that country tourist burenus
would not be directly repre-
sented on the new tourist mifh-
ority when it was established.

Mr BRAND replied:
I did not see the actual article, but

it is true that I indicated there would
be no direct representation of each
bureau on the authority; in fact, coim-
monsense would indicate that, because
there could be 20 or 30 of them. There
would be a, representative of the pri-
vate interests, and a representative of
the local government interests: and I
am sure the local tourist organisations
would be adequately represented, be-
cause it is the objective of the Govern-
ment to have the co-operation of these
People in developing our tourist indus-
try.

ROYAL COMISSIONERS' POWERS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

.Standing Orders Suspension
MR. WATTS (Stirling-Attorney-Gen-

eral) [5.16]: 1 move-
That so much of the Standing Orders

be suspended as is necessary to enable
a Bill for "An Act to amend the Royal
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Commissioners' Powers Act, 1902-
1956," to be introduced without notice,
and, if necessary, passed through all
its stages in one day; and the aforesaid
business to be entered upon and dealt
with before the Address-in-reply is
adopted.

In explanation-

Point of Order

Mr. GRAHAM: Mr. Speaker, I would like
to raise a point of order in connection
wvith this matter. Since the happenings of
a fortnight ago, I have sought advice and
have conferred with advisers senior to
those with whom you consulted, and the
information is that Standing Order No. 36
predominates.

Mr. Brand: Aren't you the senior adjudi-
cator in this House, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Bovell: Yes; that is a reflection on
the Chair.

Mr. GRAHAM: I feel that you. Mr.
Speaker, are sufficiently familiar with the
procedure here, as indeed the Premier
should be, to know and appreciate that
the Speaker seeks advice and guidance
from the officers who are appointed for
that particular task. I can assure you,
Sir, that there is no intention whatever of
reflecting upon you. Standing Order No.
36 states-

No business beyond what is of a
formal character shall be entered upon
before the Address-in -reply to the
Governor's opening Speech has been
adopted.

The advice I received was that that means
precisely what it says; and, whilst we have
Standing Order No. 418, under which it
is possible for Standing Orders to be sus-
pended. nevertheless Standing Order No.
36, which I just quoted, and which appears
earlier in our Standing Orders has pre-
cedence in this matter.

The person concerned, whose name I do
not intend to divulge during the course of
these discussions-but I ask you to accept
my word for the statement that I have
already made-was definite and emphatic
in regard to the point. He said that it is
unmistakably clear that the Address-in-
reply debate must be disposed of before
Parliament can get down to business. But
those who drafted the Standing Orders
realised that there were certain formalities
to be attended to, in respect of the appoint-
ment of committees, the days and hours
of sit ting, and so on; and provision was
made for them. When that condition has
been complied with, and the Address-in-
reply debate is disposed of, it becomes
possible for Parliament to supersede a
matter before the Chair by some other
matter; but not otherwise.

I am not a constitutional lawyer, but I
suggest to you, Sir, that this matter should
be thoroughly investigated. As a matter
of fact, my adviser went so far as to say

that in his opinion the aotion previously
taken to cancel or repeal a certain pro-
clamnation could be challenged on consti-
tutional grounds. I repeat that I am men-
tioning these things which were discussed
with me-

Mr. Bovell: Are you challenging the
authority of Parliament?

Mr. Tonkmn: There are some things Par-
lianment cannot do outside the Constitution.

Mr. GRAHAM: Parliament has sovereign
rules, and I well remember having to in-
troduce a measure on two occasions be-
cause of some technicality which made it
out of order on the first occasion.

Mr. Tonkin: The Commonwealth Par-
liament thought it was right on the bank-
ing resolution, but it was not.

Mr. Bovell: The State has sovereign
rights, and the Commonwealth has only
constitutional rights.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am a little uncertain
at what point I should raise this question,
and I am not sure whether I am right in
raising- it at this stage. I am not seeking
to take any discourteous action towards
the Attorney-General, who was on his feet;
but I -thought I would bring this matter to
your attention in the hope that you would
investigate it to the bitter end, if I may
use that term, so that we would know,
without any equivocation, whether there
was any mierit or otherwise in the sugges-
tion and if, in the opinion of the majority
of members, something could be done, even
while the Address-in-reply debate was con-
tinuing, it could be done.

If what has been done is contrary to the
law of Parliament it is a very serious
matter and should cease immediately; and
steps should be taken, if Parliament or
this House thinks fit, to modify the Stand-
ing Orders so as to meet the position.

The SPEAKER: I take it the member
for East Perth is not asking me for a rul-
ing on the matter but is merely drawing
my attention to it?

Mr. GRAHAM: With all due deference to
you Mr. Speaker, I am bringing the matter
to your notice and asking that you take
such steps as you deem necessary in view of
what I have submitted. If I were a, con-
stitutional lawyer I might proceed to show
you exactly where you-and indeed the
House-were wrong; but all I am able to
do is to pass on to you information given
to me most decisively and emphatically.

The SPEAKER: AS I understand it, the
point taken by the member for East Perth
does not call for ruling. However, I will
be pleased to discuss the matter with him,
at his convenience; and I presume, al-
though he does not wish to mention the
name of his authority publicly, he will give
me the person's name privately. I will
be able to review the matter, if necessary,
through the Standing Orders Committee.
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However, I think'what action has been
taken has become common usage-and that
does have a bearing on these matters--and
the Government can, if it wishes to do so,
move to suspend Standing orders. I will
merely qluote a saying used by one of my
predecessors-an hon. member well known
to the member for East Perth---"One can
do anything if one has the numbers."

Mr. Tonkin: But not always constitu-
tionally.

Mr. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Debate Resumed

Mr. WATTS: Having moved the motion
for the suspension of Standing Orders, I
would now like to explain the reason for
it, As the terms of reference in the Com-
mission to Sir George Ligertwood to in-
quire into and make recommendations in
regard to betting control, and matters as-
sociated therewith, have already been pub-
lished, and tabled in this House, members
will be aware that the Commission will
open up a very wide field of inquiry, and
possibly of allegations by witnesses.

The Chief Crown Prosecutor (Mr. R. D.
Wilson) has been appointed as counsel to
assist the Royal Commissioner: and, fol-
lowing his discussions with Sir George
Ligertwood, he raised the matter of the
protection afforded by our law to Royal
Commissioners, barristers, and witniesses,
which he regarded as very deficient. Actu-
ally the Royal Commissioners' Powers Act,
1902, does not provide any protection to
the Commissioner, and the legal opinion is
that such provisions as there are in the
Criminal Code do not provide sufficient
protection. It was therefore recommended
that further provision be made by statute
to afford the Commissioner, in the exer-
cise of his duty, the same protection and
immunity as is enjoyed by a judge of the
Supreme Court.

Mr. Wilson also advised that it appeared
to be desirable and advisable to afford to
barristers and other persons authorised by
the Commission to appear before it, and to
witnesses, the same protection as is enjoyed
by barristers and witnesses in relation to
proceedings in the Supreme Court. In at
least one of the other States, and in the
Commonwealth legislation, provision has
been made for it for some time. I1 have
had Mr. Wilson's information confirmed;
and, as a consequence, it was decided to
submit to Parliament amendments to the
Royal Commissioners' Powers Act.

In considering the urgency of this
legislation, it must be borne in mind that
Sir George Ligertwood is to start his in-
quiry during the present week: and it is
most undesirable that any difficulties
should be placed in his way in order that
his inquiry may not be unduly extended;,
hence the necessity for proposing that the
Bill should be dealt with by Parliament
before the Address-in-reply is concluded.

When the Bill is introduced at the second
reading, further explanations will be given
of the protection and immunity which are
to be incorporated in the existing legisla-
tion.

The Bill is brought down only with the
idea of ensuring that the Royal Commis-
sioner, and those who assist him, and those
who appear before him as witnesses, may
be reasonably assured that they can carry
out their respective duties without any fear,
in case they have to make allegations
against other people, or have to report on
those allegations, that they may be the sub-
ject of proceedings hereafter. At present it
appears to be quite clear that the Royal
Commissioners' Powers Act does not cover
the matter.

As a matter of fact, this question was
brought to my attention something like two
years ago when I was the Chairman of an
honorary Royal Commission resulting from
the conversion of a Select Committee by
the then Premier-it was known as the
Honorary Royal Commission into Restric-
tive Trade Practices.

On that occasion there was considerable
doubt as to the advisability of any member
of the commission asking witnesses certain
questions, and also as to the advisability of
any reference being made in the transcript
or in the report to statements which might
be made by those witnesses if those
questions were asked. It was my intention,
subsequently, without having any know-
ledge of the appointment of Sir George
Ligertwood, to seek an amendment to the
Royal Commissioners' Powers Act for this
purpose; that would have been later on
in the session in the normal way.

But in view of the expression of opinion
by the Royal Commissioner, and by the
officers of the Crown Law Department, to
which I have already referred, it is quite
obvious that those circumstances have been
almost plainer to him than they could have
been to me in the small matter I referred
to two years ago; hence the need for this
legislation to be brought before Parliament;
and, if it is passed, passed as quickly as
possible, so that the inquiry which has, I
think, commenced today, will not be
delayed because of any difficulties or
apprehensions existing, either in the mind
of the Commissioner, or of anybody else
concerned who may be assisting him.

MR. HAWKE (Northamn) I5.33]: I have
no serious objection to this motion pro-
vided there is an undertaking given to the
Opposition that some reasonable period of
time will be allowed after the Minister has
explained the Bill at the second reading
stage.

Mr. Watts: Very rightly; until Thursday
if you like.

Mr. HAWKE: I should say until Tuesday
of next week.

Mr. Watts:, It is a short Bill.
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Mr. HAWKE: That may be so. But from
what the Minister has said, it appears to
me that it could be a dangerous Bill in
some respects. I have no objection to giving
the Royal Commissioner the widest possible
protection.

Mr. Watts: I would guarantee Thursday.
Mr. HAWKE: I would be prepared to give

him all the protection under the sun But I
would not like to give protection to some of
the witnesses who would appear before the
Royal Commission, because we have already
had experience of them in this State. I need
only mention the name of Jamieson-not
the member for Beeloo-to indicate the
sort of person who could appear before the
Royal Commission and who could make all
sorts of vicious allegations.

I do not want to give any legal protection
whatever to that type of individual; and I
hope the Attorney-General would not
want to give him any legal protection
either, because the time is long overdue
when that sort of individual should be
made to stand up to what he says instead
of being allowed to spread vicious rumours
throughout the community, slandering all
and sundry, including members of Parlia-
ment. On the understanding that the
adjournment of the second reading debate
will be permitted until Tuesday of next
week, I have no objection to this motion.

MR. WATTS (Stirling-Attorney-Gen-
eral-in reply) [5.34]: All I can say to the
Leader of the Opposition is what I said
by wjay of interjection; namely, that we are
most willing to grant an adjournment until
Thursday. Beyond that it must be a sub-
ject of controversy at the best.

Mr. Hawke: I think it needs longer, so
that everybody concerned can have a look
at it.'

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes--24.
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Brand Sir Roas Mct~arty
Mr. Burt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr. court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Crommelin Mr. Owen
Mr. Orayden Mr. Perkins
Mr. Guthrie. Mr. Roberts
Dr. Henn Mr. Watts
Mr. Lewis Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Biocerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr.' Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hlawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly

Aye.
Mr. Hutchinson

Noes-21.
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Muir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tome
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pair.
No.

Mr. W. Hegney

Majority for-I.
Question thus passed.

First Reading

Bill introduced by Mr. Watts (Attorney-
General) and read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. WATTS (Stirling-Attorney-Gen-
eral) [5.40] in moving the second reading
said: On the motion for the suspension of
Standing Orders I have already given rea-
sons why this 'Bill is being introduced at
this stage; and it seems only necessary to
explain, as well as I can, the purpose of
the measure. In view of the additions that
are being made by the Bill to the parent
Act, it has been necessary to amend the
long title of the parent Act to make it
read, "An Act relating to Royal Commis-
sions and for purposes connected there-
with."

The major clause of the Bill provides
that each member of a Royal Commission
has in the exercise of his duty as a member
the same protection and immunity as a
judge of the Supreme Court. The protec-
tion and immunity of a judge of the Sup-
reme Court can be summarised thus--

Judges are exempt from liability for
all acts done in their official capacity,
even if done outside their jurisdiction
unless they have knowledge or means
of knowledge of such want of jurisdic-
tion. A judge in his capacity of Judge
cannot he made liable in an action
even though he may have acted mali-
ciously.

That, broadly speaking, is the position of
a judge of the supreme Court.

The Bill goes on to provide that a barris-
ter or solicitor appearing before a Royal
Commission, or any other person author-
ised by the Commission to appear before
it, has the same protection and immnunity
as a barrister has when appearing for a
party in proceedings in the Supreme Court.
I think that can be summarised by saying
that neither witness, counsel, jury, nor
judge can be put to answer civilly or crim-
inally for what is spoken in Court. The
authorities are clear that no action lies
either against judges, counsel, witnesses, or
jurists for words spoken in the ordinary
course of any proceedings before any court
or tribunal recognised by law. But that
doctrine has not been extended to tribunals
which may not be regarded as Courts of
Law. It is therefore desired to extend it
to the proceedings of Royal Commissioners
in this State.

The Bill further provides that a, witness
summoned to attend, or appear before a
Royal Commission, has the same protec-
tion, and is subject to the same liabilities
in any civil or criminal proceedings as a
witness in proceedings in the Supreme
Court. The situation of witnesses in the
Supreme Court is, of course, summarised in
what I said just now-that they are pro-
tected in respect of what they say in the
course of proceedings in the Supreme
Court.
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It is desired to extend the same privilege
to them in proceedings before the Royal
Commission. That makes it necessary for
me to refer to the next provision in the
Bill: That the chairman of a Royal Com-
mission or a sole commissioner may, with
the written consent of the Attorney-Gen-
eral, grant to any person called as a wit-
ness a certificate under the provisions of
section 11 of the Evidence Act. Section 11
of the Evidence Act makes the following
provision: That whenever at any proceed-
ings any person called as a witness declines
to answer any qluestion on the ground that
his answer will criminate or tend to crimi-
nate him, the judge may, if it appears to
him expedient for the ends of justice that
such person should be compelled to answer
such question, tell such person that if he
answers such question and other questions
that may be put to him in a satisfactory
manner, he will get the certificate here-
inafter mentioned. Thereupon such person
shall no longer be entitled to refuse to ans-
wer any question on the ground that his
answer will criminate him; and thereafter.
if such person shall have given his evidence
to the satisfaction of the judge, the judge
shall give such person a certificate to the
effect that he was called as a witness and
that his evidence was required for the ends
of justice and was given to the judge's
satisfaction.

Section 11 also provides that the power
conferred by this section shall not be exer-
cisable by any justice or justices of the
peace other than a police or resident mag-
istrate. I mention that for a reason I will
deal with in a minute or two.

Section 13 of the Evidence Act provides
that if any person called as a witness under
Section 11 receives the certificate therein
mentioned, but not otherwise, he shall be
freed from all criminal prosecutions and
Penal actions, and from all penalties, for-
feitures, and punishments to which he was
liable for anything done before that time
in respect of the matters touching which
he Is so examined; provided that nothing
herein contained shall make such certi-
ficate pleadable in bar of any Indictment
or information brought against such per-
son for perjury committed in such pro-
ceeding as aforesaid.

The certificate does not protect him
from perjury in the courts of the evidence
he gives, but only in respect of matters
which may tend to criminate him in that
particular evidence. I think it is clearly
necessary that some such provision is re-
quired if a witness is prepared to tell the
full story of anything which may involve
any improper practice; and therefore it is
highly desirable that such a Power should
be inserted in our law. I have already
said that the same Provisions are to be
found In the law of at least one other State
and in Commonwealth law.

The reference to the issuing of a certi-
ficate only by a magistrate or judge is. I
think, perfectly clear to everyone: but it
may be asked why, under this Bill, the
Commissioner is not allowed to issue such
certificate without the assent of the
Attorney-General. The reason is twofold.
The first is that Royal Commissioners are
not always j udges or magistrates. We have
had honorary Royal Commissioners to
whom this Act will apply, from a number of
members of this House. from time to time:
and, as a consequence, they could not be
expected to be sure of their ground in is-
suing such certificate. Therefore, it is con-
sidered desirable that that provision should
go into the Bill and the certificate should
be issued only with the assent of the
Attorney-General, so that officers of the
Crown Law Department might thoroughly
examine the position before such certificate
was issued.

I think the latter part of that state-
ment embodies the second reason; namely.
the necessity for having the position
closely examined as to what has trans-
pired or is about to transpire before the
Royal Commissioner before such a certi-
ficate is issued. It is true that in regard
to the particular Royal Commission that
is beginning at the present time the Royal
Commissioner is, himself, an ex-judge of
the Supreme Court of South Australia. But
even in those circumstances, I can see no
sound objection to the matter being in-
vestigated by the Crown Law Department
before the certificate granting immunity to
the extent mentioned in section 13 of the
Evidence Act is given to the particular wit-
ness concerned.

Mr. Tonkin: Is it not strange that over
the years somebody has not drawn at-
tention to this before?

Mr. WATTS: Personally, I think it is.
As I said in introducing the matter at the
stage for suspension of Standing Orders,
I had difficulties as Chairman of a Royal
Commission in some small aspects which
had drawn my attention to this position,
and I had intended in any event to ask
Parliament to give consideration to
amendments to this law. I would have
done so, quite apart from the question of
this particular Royal Commission, because
it occurred to me then that the circum-
stances were such that amendments were
highly desirable.

Mr. Jamieson: It is for the purpose of
preventing a further outburst against a
Royal Commissioner, such as was beard in
this House last year.

Mr. WATTS: Not in this House, because
this House is completely privileged; but
it will prevent outbursts before a Royal
Commissioner, or at least make those con-
cerned subject to a penalty. We must not
lose sight of the fact that these amend-
ments will apply to any Royal Commis-
sioner in the future; not only to the one
we now have in mind. The Bill will clarify
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the situation for all time, irrespective of
what sort of person or persons happen to
be granted by Her Majesty a commission
to investigate any particular subject.

The Bill goes on to provide that no
action or proceeding, civil or criminal,
shall lie against the Crown or a Minis-
ter or any servant or agent of the Crown
in respect of the printing or publishing
of any transcript of proceedings of a Royal
Commission or the report of a Royal Com-
mission. This is mainly to cover the risk
of defamatory matter being contained in
such transcript or report.

The next clause in the Hill provides that
the Act, when passed, shall not limit any
other Privilege or protection existing apart
from the provisions of the Act. In other
words, this Bill, when it becomes an Act.
will add these additional provisions.

The next clause is to provide for the case
of a barrister or solicitor appointed by the
Crown to assist a Royal Commissioner.
The practice has grown up of appointing
counsel to assist the Commissioner to
examine witnesses rather than the Com-
missioner doing it himself or the Commis-
sioners. if there is more than one.
Originally, as I understand the situation,'the general idea was that the Commission-
er or Commissioners should do the cross-
examination or examination of witnesses
themselves. Because of the involved nature
of some of these inquiries, it has been cus-
tomary in many cases to appoint counsel to
assist the Commissioner and that counsel
has done part of the work, at least of exam-
ining and cross-examining witnesses before
the Commissioner, leaving the Commission-
er free to ask any other questions as he
may see fit.

Finally, there are provisions requiring
that the Royal Commissioner should not
be insulted or disturbed or his proceedings
interrupted, and making it an offence to
use speech or words calculated to influence
improperly a person in relation to evidence
given before a Royal Commission, or to in-
fluence improperly a, witness before a
Royal Commission, or to bring a Royal
Commission or any member thereof into
disrepute.

Mr. Tonkin: Will this Bill give protec-
tion to members of an honorary Royal
Commission?

Mr. WATTS: Yes, any Royal Commi s-
sioner. Once he has a commission from
Her Majesty, through His Excellency the
Governor in Executive Council, this Act
will apply.

Mr. Tonkin: That opens up a pretty big
question, because you can have a Select
Committee of this House comprised of men
with little knowledge of the law and the
rules of evidence given the same Protec-
tion as a Judge familiar with the rules of
evidence and able to conduct the inquiry
in accordance therewith.

Mr. WATTS: I dwelt on that aspect in
regard to the certificate under section 11
of the Evidence Act being granted only
with the assent of the Attorney-General,
which would necessitate and require an
investigation by the Crown Law Depart-
ment: and I think that point could be
taken into regard by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in respect of the point he
has made.

I do not think it necessary to upset that,
because there is no reason why any Royal
Commissioner should not ask and be priv-
ileged to ask, just as much as any member
of this House, any question he thinks may
elucidate a point which he considers es-
sential to his inquiry. I hope the hon.
member will accept the fact that it is not
customary to appoint persons without
balance and commonsense, even to hon-
orary Royal Commissions. They are usually
reasonably intelligent people, even if they
have not the qualifications of a judge of
the Supreme Court.

Mr. Tonkin: Under court law, the persons
conducting the court are familiar with the
rules of evidence and have sufficient know-
ledge to enforce them. That is the protec-
tion one has against irresponsible people
who come forward and say anything.

Mr. WATTS: Yes; I should say that 70
per cent, of our justice is managed by
justices of the peace with legal experience,
and we do not find these circumstances
arise in connection with court proceedings
before justices of the peace. I think that
answers the hon. member's question. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HIAWKE (Northam) [5.56]: 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned until
Tuesday next.

MR. WATTS (Stirling-Attorney -Gen-
eral) [5.57]: 1 move an amendment-

That the word "Tuesday" be deleted
with a view to substituting the wvord
"Thursday."

MR. TONKIN (Melville-on amendment)
[5.581: 1 do not want to delay the pro-
ceedings of the House, but I would like to
point out that we have just had a
week during which we could have given
consideration to the question. Now we
come here and are not given what
we regard as ample time to consider a Bill
of this character. Because it is a shortage
of time which is worrying the Attorney-
General, we are to be penalised in the time
we require for ample consideration of what
is a most important question.

Whilst the Attorney-General was speak-
ing, a number of points flashed through my
mind as to possible objections to the course
of action he Proposes to take, and it will
take more than be is giving us to enable
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us to satisfy ourselves on these points.
There will be authorities to consult and
people to discuss the matter with. It
seems strange that nothing has been done
over the years, although there have been
many eminent la-wyers in this House.

Sir Norbert K~eenan was here; and he
made no attempt, as far as I know, to point
out any weakness in the law that would
necessitate such an amendment. The late
T, A. L. Davey, another very good lawyer,
found no occasion, I think, to draw atten-
tion to this matter. I can recall a number
of Royal Commissions, dealing with
mnatters of very considerable importance to
individuals: yet on those occasions there
was no suggest-ion that amendments of
this nature were necessary. But now the
Govcrnmcnt feels that it is a mos0t uigentI
matter to deal with this situation; and I
think we are entitled-in view of the fact
that this law has remained so long without
amendment-to reasonable time in which
to give the question full consideration.

We have other business to attend to;,
and so I think it is unreasonable to require
us to deal with this question after only one
intervening day. I suggest to the Govern-
ment that it should be reasonable in this
regard, in view of the fact that it deliber-
ately closed this Place down last week, and
should give us, until Tuesday next in which
to go into this matter.

IMR. BRAND (Greenough - Premier
on amendment) 16.1] The points raised by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition are
such as could have application to every
mueasure brought before this House-not
forgetting the fact that, during the six
years over which he sat in Government,
we were presented-on occasions by him
as Minister-with wordy, far-reaching and
comprehensive Bills, in regard to which we
were at the most given 24 hours--

Mr. Tonkin: Name one occasion on
which you were refused a request for a
longer adjournment!

Mr, BRAND: At the rush end of the
session, on a number of occasions Bills
were pushed through this Chamber, with
very little time in which to debate them
at ol-and with very little notice given-
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
and the Leader of the Opposition both
know that to be true. In this instance,
the refore, and seeing that the position has
been fairly and clearly explained. I feel
that an adjournment till Thursday is a
very fair thing.

The reason why this question has not
previously been brought before the House
is that no one has drawn attention to it.
In this ease Sir George Ligertwood, a re-
putable ex-judge of the South Australian
Court, has drawn attention to the matter
and has requested this amendment. That
is the reason for the measure being here
today.

Mr. Tonkin: Have they got this provision
in South Australia

Mr. BRAND: I could not say; but I feel
that we are giving the Opposition quite
sufficient time in which thoroughly to in-
vestigate the proposed measure in order to
debate it on Thursday. I support the
amendment.

Amendment (to strike out word) put and
a division taken with the following re-
suit:-

Ayes-22.
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Brand Sir Ross UcLarty
Mr. Burt Mr. Nirnmo
Mr. Cornell Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Court Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Craig Mr. Owen
Mr. Crommelin Mr. Perkins
Mr. Orayden Mr. Roberts
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Watts
Dr, Henn Mr. Wild
Mr. Lewis Mr. LIN X. Manning
Mr. Mann iTeller.)

Noes-21.
Mr. Andrew Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Biocerton M\r. Moir
Mr. Brady Mr. Norton
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Rhatign
Mr. Graham Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hall Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hawke Mr. Toms
Mr. Heal Mr. Tonkin
Mr, Jamnieson Mr. May
Mr. Kelly Par.(Teller.)

Ayes. Noes
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. W, Hegney
Mr. Nalder Mr. J. Hegney

Majority I or-2.
Amendment thus passed.
Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment-
That the word "Thursday" be substituted

for the word struck out.
Amendment to insert word, put and

passed; the motion, as amended, agreed to.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Sixth Dlay

Debate resumed from the 9th July.

MR. HALL (Albany) [6.71: Before the
adjournment on the 9th July, I was disuss-
ing the fishing industry, and I am sorry
that the Minister for Fisheries is not here
this afternoon.

Mr. Brand: He is not well.
Mr. HALL: Perhaps if he were to sup-

plement his diet with some of our Albany
fish it might improve his health.

Mr. Brand: Bring some up to Perth and
I will try him out.

Mr. HALL: I will endeavour to do so. I
feel as though I have been speaking for
some considerable time, as I started on the
9th July and I am still speaking on the
21st July. Perhaps I might be able to
-knock off at some time and have a drink
of water.

I made certain representations through
the Minister fur Fisheries; and I do not
cast any aspersions on him, because
he was not acquainted with what I bad
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been doing prior to the time I contacted
him. I was endeavouring to get the Com-
monwealth Government to assist us with
finance So that research could be under-
taken into tuna development.

Mr. Norton: The previous Minister for
Fisheries will soon be back.

Mr. HALL: I think so, to. I wanted to
establish the fact that we had a continuity
of supply of tuna-first of all of the Bonito
tuna; and, secondly, the bluefin tuna-so
that we could export frozen filets to
America. There seems to be a market for
that fish there, because they have certain
import restrictions which operate against
the importation of canned fish. Therefore
the American canneries will take all the
tuna fillets they can get in order to keep
their canning factories working to capacity.

If we can ensure that we have a continu-
ity of suppiy, Western Australia-and in-
deed Australia-will be able to export tuna
fillets to America, even though a good
deal of fish is exported to that country
from Japan. South Australia is at pre-
sent making a drive in the exporting of
fillets to America; and, according to Press
reports, the American canneries have in-
dicated that they will take all the tuna
they can get provided there is a continuity
of supply.

I contacted Dr. Serventy to get all the
information I could about tuna fishing
and he sent me all the reports he had. I
perused them-and I understand the menm-
ber for Gascoyne has done the same--
and then wrote to Mr. Anderson, the Com-
monwealth Director of Fisheries in the
Department of Primary industry. I asked
him for a very small sum of money so that
research could be carried out aver a. period
of eight weeks into the possibility of ob-
taining an assured supply of tuna. The
sum I asked for was only £500; and I think
I made a mistake In not asking for £5,000.

Mr. Hawke: That is right.
Mr. HALL: The answer I received from

the Commonwealth Director of Fisheries
was to the effect that the Commonwealth
would assist only those industries which
it considered were of sufficient importance.

In order to have a survey carried out,
and to prove to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment that we had a continuity of sup-
ply, I contacted a Mr. Bentley, who had
previously done research work for Dr.
Serventy:. this fact can be found in the
report if any hon. member wishes to peruse
it. That man was prepared to engage
two or three men and give up his waterside
work in the interests of the fishing indus-
try at Albany.

Once we proved that there was a con-
tinuity of supply, Mr. Hunt, of Hunts Can-
ning Co., would have no trouble in estab-
lishing a market in America. Once we
could Prove to Mr. Hunt that there was
sufficient tuna available to keep him sup-
plied at all times he would , as he has said,
put on sufficient staff to keep the plant

running. He has taken tuna in the past,
and is still taking it and canning it; but
unfortunately, as he has said, at 'the
moment he cannot be sure of supplies at
all times.

I am sure that if some research could
be carried out we would find that there
would be ample fish available. But we can-
not get the £500 from the Common-
wealth Government for this work; and, as
a result, we cannot progress any further.
I do not know whether the State Govern-
ment will give the matter further con-
sideration, but I think it could assist us.

The reply I received from the State Min-
ister for Fisheries reads-

I have received your letter of April
10 concerning your approach to the
Commonwealth Fisheries Office on be-
half of Mr. Arthur C. Bentley, who
desires to experiment with the catch-
ing of Bonito.

Mr. F. F. Anderson, the Common-
wealth Director of Fisheries, is at pre-
sent visiting the State, and the oppor-
tunity has been taken of discussing the
matter with him. Prom the informa-
tion he has supplied it seems the Fed-
eral Minister for Primary Industry,
who administers the Flisheries Develop-
ment Trust Account, has laid it down
as a matter of policy that only pro-
jects which appear to offer scope for
major development of the fisheries will
be assisted with moneys from the
account.

Realising that I did niot have much chance
from that angle, I contacted Senator Don
Willesee; and this is portion of the letter
I received from him in reply-

I acknowledge your letter of 5th
May regarding your problems on both
erayfishing research and tuna fishing
research in the waters adjacent to
Albany.

I1 have just had quite a few dealings
with the Minister for Primary Indus-
tries and his department in Canberra
and have been unable to help my con-
stituents on each occasion.

on the two cases in which you are
interested I think that unless You got
the backing of the State Parliament
officials and the Western Australian
Minister, your task would he just about
impossible.

In the absence of the Minister for Fish-
eries I hope that the Premier will consider
the letter I have just read to see if he
can bring pressure to bear on the Com-
monwealth to make the small sum I have
mentioned available for this work. I have
some further correspondence, including a
letter from Mr. Anderson in reply to the
letter I sent to him.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr, HALL: The letter to which I re-
faxred before tea reads as follows:-

I refer to your letter of April 7, 1959,
on the subject of financial assistance
for Mr. Bentley of Albany in carrying
out' a survey of tuna resources in
south-western waters. I regret the de-
lay in replying to your letter, which
was inadvertently misplaced.

It was probably pigeon-holed. Continu-
ing-

You will no doubt be aware that
the Commonwealth Government has.
in the past, made a valuable contribu-
tion to the development of fisheries
in Western Australia and I might men-
tion in this regard the. establishment
of the whaling industry and the -work
of the C.S.I.R.O. In addition, an in-
vestigation of the crayfish fisheries
off south-western Australia is to com-
mence early in June, 1959.

Expenditure from Fisheries Develop-
ment Trust Account funds is, as a
matter of policy, allocated only for
major developments of new or existing
fisheries which could offer prospects
of increasing our exports or decreasing
the need to import fish.

I do not think I need to read any further
because the following matter refers only
to Mr. Bentley's survey which could be
adequately reviewed by a -glance at Dr.
Serventy's report.

However, we can serve this State well by
increasing the demand for fish, The whole
crux of the letter I have just read Is that
if the Minister would advocate assistance
being granted to promote or increase the
consumption of fish, this would result in
a great improvement in our export trade.
I think I have covered all the points relat-
Ing to the canning of tuna fillets and their
export to America. If this trade were pro-
mated, we would earn badly-needed dol-
lars for Australia, and at the same time
we could develop internally the industry
of canning tuna fish.

If steps such as these were taken it would
discourage the import of fish into this
country and so stabilise our economy. In
this instance I ask the Premier to take
heed of my suggestion to boost our exports
by encouraging the consumption of fish.
It is obvious that Western Australia is
ready to increase its consumption of fish
Provided it is retailed at a reasonable price.

There is no doubt that there are Many
parts of this State which are unable to get
a decent supply of fish. This is high-
lighted by the fact that whenever a retailer
takes fish to the country for sale he has no
trouble in disposing of it. and in many
instances he has sold out long before he
reaches the town he is heading for. I think
that is borne out by an article which

appeared in the Press on Monday, the 13th
July, under the heading, "Crowds Rush
Cheap Fish," which reads as follows:-

Thousands flocked to Fremantle
yesterday to buy Shark Bay snapper at
from Is. 9d. to 2s. a pound.

Mr. May: How do the country people
get that?

Mr. HALL: The point is that it was
offering at that price, but it does not get
through to the country. Most people are
desirous of supplementing their diet with
fish. If we wish to boost our exports we
will have to encourage the people of West-
ern Australia to include more fish in their
diet because this, in turn, will leave more
beef and mutton available for export.
There is no doubt that we have much to
learn from the diets of the various im-
migrants who have come to our State, and
also from their methods of preparing food.
Many of these New Australians are big
fish-eaters and if we are able to supply
their needs at a reasonable price we will be
helping them as well as improving the
economy of our State.

I must commend the Commonwealth
Government on the attitude it has shown
towards the export of crayfish. However, we
have yet to see whether its actions will
prove to be beneficial to the State. We will
wait and see whether the Commonwealth
Government will give us something better
in return for that which it takes away
from us. I am now referring to trawl fish-
ing at Albany. The Commonwealth
Government intends to carry out research
on crayfisbing in the waters adjacent to
Albany. At present they are conducting
their experiments on more or less limestone
formations and, in fact, they are working
out of season. There is no doubt that
these experiments are being conducted at
the worst possible time if they are desirous
of achieving the best results.

Most of the crayfish industries are
closing down at this time of the year and
yet we are still finding reasonable-sized
crayfish-far larger than those caught in
the North-West and in South Australian
waters. If the officers conducting the
research would work the limestone forma-
tions close to the South Australian border
they might discover better grounds and
obtain more satisfactory results. I ask our
State Minister for Fisheries to request the
-Commonwealth Minister to bear in mind,
when the results are published-they may
be delayed for various reasons, but no
doubt they will be published-that the
experiments are being conducted out of
season.

In helping to increase the interest in
crayfishing in Albany waters, there
appeared in the Albany Advertiser the
following article:-

Crayfish Export Interests U.S.
The canning of crayfish for export

to America could "start tomorrow" if
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the fish were available, the Albany
Chamber of Commerce was told last
week.

Mr. Jack Barouk, of the United States,
has made representations to the Albany
Chamber of Commerce in the hope of
influencing that Chamber to supply him
with all the necessary data on the canning
and deep freezing of crayfish and, in
return, he is prepared to supply all the
necessary machinery, the "know-how," and
the finance. I only hope that similar
interests will be as co-operative in our
endeavours to promote tuna fishing.

Another subject I wish to mention is
research on scallops. On the 7th October,
1958, I asked Mr. Kelly (the then Minister
for Fisheries) the following questions-

(1) What varieties of scallops are to
be found in W.A. waters, and in
what areas?

(2) What varieties are most acceptable
to the American market?

The answers I received from the Minister
were as follows:-

(1) Saucer scallops have been recorded
from Fremantle and Albany,
Notovola preissiana. which is
the Western Australian form of
the Tasmanian scallop, has been
recorded from Albany.

(2) The Tasmanian scallop, which is
a deep scallop, is said to be the
most acceptable on the American
market.

It is a known fact that they have been
taken in the past by a boat known as the
Jim John, and I would like to see if it
is not possible to have research carried
on to further the scallop-fishiing industry
at Albany whale the Bluefin is still there.

The next item to which I wish to refer is
that of oyster farming at Albany. In 1947,
the C.S.I.R.O. had two experimental plots
lined up; one was in Pitts Water in Tas-
mania and the other in Oyster Harbiour-
or Oyster Bay as they call it,-in Albany.
The oysters in Pitts Water in Tasmania
thrived. Those in Albany thrived for a
Period and then died. There are many
reasons that could have caused the defeat
of that object at that time in Albany. One
was that the travelling time had to be
taken into consideration.

I believe the oysters were something like
20 days out of the water even though they
came by boat to Sydney and were flown
from Sydney to their respective destina-
tions at Pitts Water and Albany. In 1941
we did not have an air service between
Japan and Perth; so several days would
elapse in transit. On top of that, at the
end of 1947, and running into 1948, we had
one of the most drastic winters that had
been experienced, Flood waters were ramn-
pant. Spat from the oysters do not thrive
in those conditions. Further, the
seaweed was disturbed; and it eventually
covered the oyster beds, forming a film of

algae over them. To make matters worse,
we had a very severe summer. All this
had a most deleterious effect on the grow-
ing of oysters.

Research has shown, however, that it
would be wrong to imagine that oyster cul-
tivation could not take place there. Even
Mr. Thompson, who made the report, said
that it would be wrong to assume that it
was not possible, even though past experi-
ments had not been successful. If we con-
sider the travelling time involved, we find
that it would be possible to bring in oyster
seed from Japan and settle it in its beds
in Albany without undue difficulty. There
would be every possibility of success in
this field. Further, we have a canning
factory, which we did not have at that
time, and the oysters that could be im-
ported would be the basis of a first-class
canning industry in this State.

With a canning factory, and with
the aid of modern machinery, I have no
doubt we could make a success of it. The
next point to which I wish to refer is the
question of a series of public works that
should be instituted in and around Albany.
Firstly, I would mention the roads in the
area represented by the Leader of the
Country Party-those in the Chillinup and
Corackerup districts-which would tie up
Onowangerup with the Brewer Bay fishing-

it would be a great advantage to tourism,
and would help open up that area, if the
roads could be consolidated to carry the
heavy haulage that goes Over them. A
certain amount of research has been done
as the result of my efforts; and I would
like to read an extract from a letter dated
the 5th March. 1959, from the then Min-
ister for Works:-

I feel that you will be pleased to
learn that during the last few days
the Commissioner of Main Roads made
an inspection in the Onowangerup
Road Board District of roads leading
to some of the principal commercial
fishing beaches. He was much imn-
pressed with the improvements made
during the past three years to the
Gnowangerup-Bremer Bay Road by
the Main Roads Department with the
co-operation of the Onowangerup
Road Board, and he was informed that
fish are now being taken from Brewer
Bay to the cannery at Albany in five
hours, whereas three years ago the trip
took eleven hours.

That is a major improvement already: and
the roads have not really been consolidat-
ed or sealed.

There is another link in that area
which would help considerably, and
that is the bridging of the Pallinup
River. That would make a good sound
crossing for the settlers engaged in land
settlement. It would help reduce their
costs of transport, and enable them to
get their produce in at the right time.
That brings me to the development to
which I referred. Members will recall MY
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having asked questions concerning the oats
shipment from the Albany agricultural
area to the port of Bunbury. I still claim.
that Albany, in the interests and equity
of the port, and the area it represents,
should be shipping oats from its own
agricultural zone. When we are ex-
porting commodities overseas, costs must
be kept at the lowest possible level, and
there must be very little by way of hand-
ling charges and frustration to shipping.

To my way of thinking the third grain
bin should be built at Albany and, if pos-
sible, the work should be carried out by
the Public Works Department day-labour
force.

Mr. Roberts: What would he the saving
in the shipping of oats through Albany?

Mr. HALL: I will answer the hon. mnem-
ber when the Estimates are being dis-
cussed. I would now like to refer to the
matter of gaols. On the 9th July, I asked
the Chief Secretary the following ques-
tion:-

Is he aware that gaol facilities at
Albany are inadequate to meet the
demand placed upon same by in-
creased shipping and growth in the
population of the agricultural zone?

I have not the figures of population for
the Albany zone for the years in question,
but the population today is 11,981. We
have inadequate gaol facilities and the
prisoners have to be brought to the metro-
politan area; and the same difficulty is
being experienced at Fremantle. In the in-
terests of the area it is serving, from liar-
rogin to Albany, a new gaol should be built;
and I see no reason why it should not be
built by Public Works Department day
labour. That brings me to the point of tak-
ing on labour that is So necessary for the
development and keeping together of the
labour movement. I also made a request
that the Albany police station be redesign-
ed, or a new one built. If possible that also
should be done by the Public Works De-
partment.

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to quote some figures to the
Rouse. They are as follows, and have re-
ference to population and area:-

Year Estimated Population
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

(A

4,076 5
4,226 51
4,300 5
4,400 5,
4,430
4,450
6,500 7.1
7,000
7.600
8,265 8
8,635
8,860
8,906
9,403

11,981 at present

rea
res)
375
311
361
372

078

450

This brings me to the subject of develop-
muent of the high schools. Last year one
section was requested to be built. The Min-
ister showed us that we were to be provided
with additional classrooms in 1958, and
that was to be done under contract labour.
Today we find that additions to the high
school and further classroom extensions
are necessary; and there is also the pos-
sibility of another high school being re-
quired to be built.

Why is the Government dispensing with
the day-labour force when all these works
are needed? There is a technical school re-
quired for the teaching of many subjects
in conjunction with technical education.
This Year, wool classing has been added,
and wool textile is to be added. There is an
increasing demand for a programme of
public works.

The country centres are particularly
worried at the drift of population from
the rural areas, Country Party members
opposite will be acq 'uainted with that trend.
In order to get over the problem they have
approached the town planning authorities
on the matter with a view to arresting
the drift of population, particularly of the
young people. I have stated previously
that the only way to prevent a drift of
the population in provincial towns is to
establish works programmes in those towns
and thus provide stability of employment
for the work force. This would assist in
retaining the young people, both male and
female, in the country districts.

Mr. I. W. Manning: The Labour Govern-
ment policy was the cause of the drift
from my electorate.

Mr. HALL: I have found it the opposite.
I find that the policy of the present Gov-
ernment cannot keep people employed int
my electorate; furthermore, when they do
go away they cannot find employment,
either. The Government should endeavour
to provide full employment with full com-
munity life, including the provision of pow -
er, water, schools, hospitals, youth centres,
and all other facilities. The provision of
these requirements would need a day-lab-
our force to carry out the work; it would
he a step forward in the deflection of in-
dustry and population from the city areas:,
and it would open up the country and give
full employment to all.

Such a programme would be a stimulant
to commerce; and commerce certainly
needs one today, judged by the amount of
sales taking place and by the number of
businesses that have closed down or will
close down as a result of curbing the
spending power of the worker. That is
happening in front of our eyes every day.

Of the population of this State, 62 per
cent. live in the metropolitan area, and
this figure is expected to increase to about
75 per cent. So it is obvious that the drift
to the city has not been arrested; nor will
it be until the Government gets on with
the job of providing stability of employ-
ment in country centres.
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The other day, I asked the Minister for job since November, 1958, when he (the
Works several questions without notice. He
could not answer me because he did not
know their full contents. That was reason-
able as the questions were lengthy. I now
have the information in the list before me,
showing the men to be retrenched as from
the 23rd July. 1959. out of these, six are
from the Albany Regional Hospital job.
There is another list containing four from
the same job. Some of these men are
labourers and some are tradesmen. Look-
ing at the list of the men to bie retrenched
one finds their ages as follows:-49, 29. 21,
38, 22. 54, 45, 47, 48, 52, 38, 57, 26, 53,
37. 55, 30, and so on.

How are some of these men to be placed
in employment? I know of a recent case
where a man 45 Years of age was required
to wvork at a height. He had to come down,
because he suffered from dizzy spells. He
was replaced in his employment. The
contractor admitted that he was one of
the best employees. Such things are
happening.

Private enterprise, which has promised
to place these men, is taking one on
and putting another off; and vice versa,
putting one off and taking one on. The
private employers pick up only the cream
from the labour market, with the object
of having a fully efficient work force. That
may be all right for private enterprise.
but the overall effect of unemployment is
a recession. As I mentioned in a previous
speech, the components making up a suc-
cessful Government are labour, land and
capital; but when one of these three com-
ponents gets out of balance, a problem is
created.

These matters have worried me so much
that I now move an amendment to the
motion. I do so with a certain amount of
regret. I move-

That the following words be added to
the Address-in-reply:-

but regret that because of erroneous
advice tendered by the Government,
Your Excellency informed Parliament
that employment figures were begin-
ning to show an improved trend,
whereas the reverse was actually the
case and the State unemployed per-
centage is the worst in the Common-
wealth.

The amendment is supported by the
evidence in an article by Mr. Cross entitled,
"State Unemployment Percentage Worse."
I say that what counts is the trend. Refer-
ring to the article by Mr. Cross, I point out
that he does not state anything in the
nature of a trend, but what happened 12
months ago.

MR. TONKIN (Melville--on amendment)
L7.581: The member for Albany is perfectly
justified in drawing attention to the un-
employment position in this State, because
the Minister for Works, when replying to
a question, gave him misleading informa-
tion by stating that nobody had been
sacked from the Albany Regional Hospital

Minister) knew very well at the time that
his Under Secretary had advised the secre-
tary of the Building Trades' Association
that dismissal notices had been sent out
and were to take effect as from the 12th
July.

The member for Albany, who was con-
cerned about the loss of employment on
the part of Albany residents, took the op-
portunity to ask, without notice, further
questions of the Minister. The Minister,
using his prerogative, asked that the ques-
tions be placed on the notice paper. I take
it that in due course they will be placed
there. I am interested to know what sort
of a reply the Minister will make, in order
to extract himself from the difficulty in
which he is now obviously placed, because
it is clear that it was incorrect to say that
nobody had been dismissed from the Albany
building project since 1958.

There is an obligation upon the Govern-
ment, when the speech of His Excellency
the Governor is being prepared for the
opening of Parliament, to ensure that the
information contained therein is factual.
The Government may desire to colour it to
suit the Government's own ends, but it is
in duty bound to see that it does not supply
misleading information which could create
a false impression.

The Government must have known on
the 30th June, when Parliament was
opened, that in spite of the employment
figures beginning to show an improved
trend, the figures were actually quite the
Opposite, and unemployment was growing
in this State. The Government itself was
contributing to this unemployment through
its own deliberate action. There is no
excuse for the Government to mislead His
Excellency in that way. Of course, what
the Government has done is in line with
its policy of trying to create an impression
-an entirely false impression-of the true
situation.

The Government has endeavoured to
show that although its policy of reduction
of the day-labour force necessarily means
that some men are losing their employment
from the Government, these men will even-
tually be absorbed in private industry, and
that on balance there will be no unemploy-
ment at all. The Government is at some
Pains to Prove that; but, of course, it will
never do so, because it is perfectly obvious
upon casual examination that many of
these men who are being displaced will
have no opportunity of employment by
Private employers.

A number of them are well beyond
45 years of age, having worked almost a
lifetime in Government service. What
chance have they of getting any employ-
ment in competition with young able-
bodied men of 25 Years of age? The pri-
vate employer, who expects to make a pro-
fit out of the labour which he engages,
will only engage the labour which gives
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him the most profit; and in only very
rare cases will he look to employ men
over 45. In order to get the best return
he Will show a preference for the younger
men. So, eventually, we will have a situa-
tion where these older men will be forced
on to the unemployment relief, and that is
where they will stay.

If one looks at the figures issued by the
Commonwealth- Employment Service one
will find there is an increase almost weekly
in the number of men in receipt of un-
employment benefit-that trend is obvious
to me-showing that increasing numbers
of men are finding it more difficult to gain
employment.

I ask some questions earlier in the
session-rather, I made a. statement-
about the future of apprentices who norm-
ally could expect to get employment in
the Government service, and the Minister
replied that it had never been the practice
to employ apprentices in the Government
service.

I think the figures he gave this after-
noon were scarcely intelligible. It appeared
that there must have been at least 70 ap-
prentices engaged during the last six years
at the State Engineering Works, and a
large proportion of those apprentices sub-
sequently found employment in the State
Engineering Works. Unfortunatelji, be-
cause of the way the Minister answered
the questions, I am not able to give the
correct figures this evening, but I hope to
ascertain them later. Sufficient has been
said already to indicate that my own an-
presssion of the situation is the correct
one: that it was standard practice to em-
ploy large numbers of these apprentices,
and the only ones not employed were the
few who were unsuitable, and those who
chose to go elsewhere-some to leave the
State in order to gain employment.

Shortly after His Excellency the Gover-
nor made his Speech to Parliament stat-
ing that there was an improved trend in
the unemployment position, figures were
issued by the Commonwealth department
showing that the employment figures had
fallen to such an extent that the percent-
age of unemployed in this State was the
worst in the whole of the Commonwealth.
yet that is the situation which the Govern-
ment regarded as justifying it in saying
that an improvement in the employment
trend had been noticed. The Government
seems to go to all sorts of lengths in order
to create a wrong impression.

I have had information given to me
to the effect that some private employers
have actually dispensed with the services
of men who had been with them for years
in order to make way temporarily for sae
displaced workers from the Public works
Department, intending a little later to
re-employ their original workers and dis-
miss those who were temporarily employed.
I am in no position to check that state-
ment myself. The Government would
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know whether it is true or not; but if it is
being done, it is a most reprehensible prac-
tice.

It is pretty clear that a number of people
are endeavouring to assist the Government
in this policy of reducing the labour force
by trying to cover up the true position.
I asked a week or so ago how many men
had been fired from the State Engineering
Works. It will be remembered that the
Premier stated on the hustings that, if
returned, his Government would fire no-
body. I asked the question as to how many
were fired and there was quite a number.
That number has considerably increased
since I asked the question, and I am in-
formed that a further 14 were fired this
week.

So the process is still going oft, and it
would appear that the Government's in-
tention is to slowly reduce these works to
a stage where, in order to dispose of them
to somebody at a ridiculous figlure, they will
be worth much less as a going concern than
they are now. It is a crying shame that.
after so much money has been spent In
building up these works and equipping
them, so that they are probably the best
equipped engineering workshops in the
State, the machinery and equipment should
be allowed to remain idle because the Gov-
erment, by its policy, is deliberately allow-
ing work to go elsewhere. Is that going to
benefit this State's economy?

There are some machines at those work-
shops which have cost tens of thousands
of pounds, and the Government's policy
will result in those machines being left
completely idle.

Mr. Court: Did you think of that when
you left the machines and men idle in
private enterprise?

Mr. TONKIN: We did not use public
money to pay for the machines in private
businesses. That is their own business.

Mr. Court:.You did not care a darn what
happened there.

Mr. TONKIN: This is public money
which has been expended in order to equip
the State Engineering Works; and I would
remind the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment that this policy was deliberate in
order to enable the works to carry out a
good deal of work which the private con-
cerns were incapable of doing.

I will tell the Minister this: that I can
give a number of instances where con-
tracts were obtained by people outside and
where they found it absolutely necessary
to allow a portion of this work to be done
by the State Engineering Works at cost
because they could not do it themselves,
not having the equipment.

Mr- Court: I suppose it suited their con-
venience to get it done there.

Mr. TONKIN: They could not get it done
in any other way, and they had to pay the
price which the State Engineering Works
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charged for the job: and they were pre-
Pared to do it. This did indicate that if
the State Engineering Works had obtained
the contract in the first instance there
would have been a considerable saving to
the Persons concerned.

This Government intends to starve the
State Engineering Works and other State
instrumentalities for work so the places
will be reduced to mere skeletons. Row
can the Government, by putting off 14
men this week and firing 15 or 16 next
week, expect these places to remain in an
efficient and workable condition?

Mr. Wild: Did you think along the same
lines in 1954, when you issued a direction
that all the school desks and chairs were
to be made by ,the State Engineering
Works, and no tenders called?

Mr. TONKIN: How is that contrary to
what I am saying now? I make no apology
for having instructed that the manufac-
ture of school desks and seats should be
done by the State Engineering Works.

Mr. Court: What did you care about
the other men being thrown out of work?

Mr. TONKIN: It was not a question of
caring about them. Here is a State
works-

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too
many interjections. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has the floor. While on my
feet I would draw his attention to the
terms of the amendment, as I do not think
the State Engineering Works is mentioned
in it.

Mr. TONKIN: With due respect, Mr.
Speaker, I submit that that is not a point
at all, because the amendment refers to
the fact that His Excellency was wrongly
advised in regard to the employment
position in this State. If men are being
sacked from the State Engineering Works
and other places, I submit I am entitled to
refer to such places, as an indication of
what is causing this unemployment.

I would say that there is no doubt what-
ever that, instead of the employment
position improving, it is going to get con-
siderably worse from week to week.
because of the deliberate Policy of this
Government in putting men off. H-ow can
it be otherwise? The figures will show it.
There is no need to guess about it, because
we can get authentic information, which
is properly supplied. It is on this informa-
tion, which was available to the Govern-
ment, that it advised His Excellency that
there was an improvement in the employ-
ment position.

Let us examine the facts. Figures sup-
plied officially, as at the 15th July-which,
of course, is very recent-indicate what the
situation was with regard to the various
tradesmen. covering the months of April,
May, and June. The figures show that at
the end of April there were 56 bricklayers
registered for employment. At the end of

May that had improved slightly, so that
there were 43; then the position worsened
again, and by the end of June there were
52.

In the case of carpenters, there were 165
at the end of April, and that figure im-
proved slightly to the end of may. to 145,
and then by a further four to the end of
June. The other categories all became
worse. Painters and paper hangers were 36
in April, 41 in May. and 76 in June.
Plasterers numbered 14 at the end of
April, eight at the end of May. and six at
the end of June. Plumbers numbered 20 at
the end of April, 27 at the end of May, and
32 at the end of June.

Builders' Labourers numbered 89 at the
end of April. 92 at the end of May, and 105
at the end of June. Other sem-skilled
showed a slight improvement: 25 at the
end of April, 26 at the end of May, and 20
at the end of June. The grand totals were
428 at the end of April, 396 at the end of
May, and 450 at the end of June; and it
was at the end of June that His Excellency
delivered his Speech to Parliament. The
situation, instead of improving, was wor-
sening, and I have no doubt whatever that
when the figures for the month of July
are released by the Commonwealth depart-
ment, they will show an even worse position
than was shown at the end of June.

W~hen one speaks about a trend-that
was the word used-one is referring to a
general movement, and not just a few
isolated instances. The general movement
of employment in Western Australia is
down, as one must expect it to be in view
of the deliberate policy of this Government
in sacking men by so many per week, in
order to reduce the labour force to a mere
skeleton staff.

Mr. Court: Are you going to give the
comparable figures for the same months
last year?

Mr. TONKIN: No. What have they to do
with the situation?

Mr. Court: It does not suit your book to
give those figures.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister not
think I should give the figures for 10 or
20 years ago? What has that to do with
the statement that the trend of employ-
ment is improving? Obviously the Gov-
ernment was endeavouring to create the
impression that under the Hawke Admin-
istration unemployment was bad, but that
since the present Government took offie
the position had improved. Nobody can
convince me that the Government had any
motive other than that. That was the
intention when there was a gathering
here: to create the impression among
the people who heard that speech-and
those who read it subsequently-that
because of the activities of this Govern-
ment since it took office, the employment
situation had improved. So it is a bit
stupid to start now to talk about the em-
ployment figures of 12 months ago.
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Mr. Court: They are most relevant.
Mr. TONKIN: They are not relevant and

the Minister knows it.
Mr. Court: They will give you an awful

shock.
Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister wants

some relevancy we will give it to him now.
Mr. Bovell: The Deputy Leader of the

Opposition knows that the employment
figures are much better now than they
were 12 months ago.

Mr. TONKIN: What is this nonsense-
Mr. Bovell: It is not nonsense.

Mr. TONKIN: It is utter rot. The
Minister does niot know what is5 going on in
Government circles. He has no concep-
tion of the number of men being fired
every week by the Government-the
Government that was going to fire nobody.

The Minister would not have the slight-
est idea of the number of men who have
lost employment with the State Engineer-
ing Works since this Government took of-
fice, or the number sacked from the Pub-
lic Works Department.

Mr. Bove]]: The employment position is
better now than at this time last year.

Mr. TONKIN: Before I was interrupted,
I1 was about to say that some of the prac-
tices of the Government, in putting its
policy into, operation, are the most repre-
hensible that I have ever heard of. I was
informed today of a man who has been
employed by the State Engineering Works
for seven years. He is off on "compo,"
and before he returns to work he receives
a notice of dismissal.

Mr. May: That's their form!

Mr. TONKIN: We have this man with
seven years' employment in the depart-
ment, yet he is given notice of dismissal
while off on compensation. One of the
worst features of this ease-I am sur-
prised that the R.S.L. has not made repre-
sentations to the Government in connec-
tion with it-is that the department found
employment for a large number of ex-
servicemen who were partially disabled.
That was done because it was known that
such men would find it extremely difficult
to get employment with private employers.
These men are now being sacked.

During the time that those men have
been employed, we have from time to time
permitted them to have days off, in order
to consult doctors or specialists. That has
been done without threatening them that
they would lose their employment because
they could not knock off when they wanted
to. A number of those men have already
lost, and others will lose, their employ-
ment. How many private employers are
going to employ them-partially disabled
men who will want days off every now and
then in order to get medical attention?

Of course they will not be employed at
all; they will go on to social services; and
I am very surprised that the R.S.L. has
not done something in connection with
these men, and made representations for
special treatment for them. Are we to jet-
tison them because they are in their pres-
ent condition through the services which
they rendered their country? That is what
it means. These men will undoubtedly find
themselves in the position of not being able
to obtain work in private employment in
competition with younger and more able-
bodied men.

I have here the official figures which
are issued regularly by the Department of
Labour and National Services as a news
release. This information I must regard
as being completely authentic, because I
do not believe it could be issued month
after month by this department unless it
were absolutely official; and it is a release
authorised by the Minister controlling that
department. I have the bulletin which
was released for the 15th June, and one
for the 13th July. The 15th June Bulle-
tin shows these figures: As at the 1st May
the persons registered for employment in
Western Australia totalled 4.770; as at the
29th May, 4,533; but as at the 26th June,
the total was 4,780.

Do those figures show an improving
trend?7 That is the information which
should have been available, and must have
been available, to the Government when
it advised His Excellency to tell the people
that the employment situation In Western
Australia was improving. Are we to take
any notice of the Government, and what
it says, when obviously it has a complete
disregard for the facts, and presents only
the situation which suits it and suits its
pol icy? We do no t get much assista nce f rom
the Press in letting the people know what
the situation is; but the people of West-
ern Australia are entitled to know that,
because of the very deliberate policy of
this Government in disbanding the day-
labour force and putting off so many men
each week, the Government is adding to
the unemployment pool and is thereby in-
creasing the number of men in receipt of
social service benefits.

If that is a good thing for the economy
of the State, then I am very surprised to
hear it; and it does not seem so to me.
To me it appears to have completely the
opposite effect, and it will be disastrous for
the State if it is pursued. But this is only
the commencement of the operation of this
policy. If the Government continues at the
present rate of dismissing men and women
it will have dismissed about 600 men from
the Public Works Department by Chrismes
of this year. I would like to ask if the
Minister proposes this regular weekly dis-
missal right up to and including the
Christmas week, because it will be a great
Christmas present for the people concerned
and their dependants. I think it would be
safe to calculate that, of the 600 men who
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face dismissal up to Christmas, more than
half will remain unemployed, and their
Christmas will be a Christmas on social
service benefits.

It is remarkable that despite the fact
that we have had Liberal-Country Party
Governments before-and I refer to one
led by the member for Murray-they have
never attempted to put into operation a
Policy such as is being pursued by the
present Government. No doubt it is a pay-
off for those who supported it so strongly
at the election. I have no doubt that the
Government is being pushed from the back
as fast as it can be pushed In order to
proceed with this policy of starving State
instrumentalities, and putting off em-
ployees i rom Government works and let-
ting them take their chance.

I read with the greatest interest the
series of statements which the Minister
for Works made in connection with this
policy. He was going to take such steps
as would ensure that those who lost their
employment would be employed. But, as
the days went on, he was not so certain;
and he finished up by hoping that they
would get employment. At first, he was
going to ensure that they would, and
finally he hoped that they would. There
is an old saying---"Hope deferred inaketh
the heart sick." I have little doubt that
the persons concerned have by now lost
hope of the Minister's ensuring that they
will get employment.

Mr. Heal: A wild hope!
Mr. TONKIN: The Government will have

to take full responsibility and answer to
the people at the poll for this policy. But
the worst is to come. When we get the
cumulative effect of this tolicy it will be
much more obvious, because unemploy-
ment will be more widespread than it is
today.

It may be, when some of the supporters
of the Government are starting to feel the
Pinch, that those in high places will say,
"It is time you held up a bit. We don't
like what is going on because it is start-
ing to hit us." This policy of the Govern-
ment must have an adverse effect upon
business generally. The More men put out
of employment and on to social service
benefits, the more it affects businesses, the
retail shops, and the employment of shop
assistants. We know from our experience
of the depression years that this unem-
ployment business has a snowballing
effect. It causes a loss of confidence and
a tightening-up of the purse-strings, with
the result that there are fewer opportuni-
ties for employment than would ordinarily
be the case. That is a, distinct possibility,
or a distinct probability as a result of the
Policy which the Government is now fol-
lowing.

I would suggest, even at this late hour.
although the Government appears to be
committed to his headlong rush downhill,
that in the interest of the people gener-
ally, and the State, it would be as well to

have another look at this policy, and go
slow in connection with it, because it will
cause great hardship to a large number
of worthy people, it will also most adversely
aff ect others who are now gainfully em-
ployed in private employment.

Many years ago, when the member for
Murray and I were both out of Parliament,
and endeavouring to become representa-
tives, we moved among settlers who were
endeavouring to develop country in West-
ern Australia: and in order to assist them
there were large numbers of road gangs.
that were carrying out developmental work
on roads, not with the aid of machinery,
such as they have today, but with picks
and shovels.

Large numbers of men were also engaged
on drainage work in the Peel Estate. They
were digging drains in blue clay which
stuck to their shovels and in many cases,
this resulted in many of them suffering
serious injuries. In that situation we ob-
served-and I have no doubt the member
for Murray felt the same as I did about it
-it was an extremely wasteful method of
human effort, but it was necessary to pro-
vide employment so that the men would
not be in the dole. When we came to the
depression years, Governments did not
have sufficient funds to keep men employed,
and so they resorted to the alternative of
providing part-time employment and pay-
ing low rates of wages to those men who
worked so many weeks on and so many
weeks off.

The principle of this at the time was that
every endeavour should be made to keep
men in employment and not throw them
out of employment. They were engaged
on such jobs as digging grass off the foot-
paths in the streets in order that they
might continue working for the money they
were being paid instead of having to line up
at the windows in Marquis-st. to obtain
money without doing any work.

The Government now in office has coim-
pletely disregarded the experience of those
days, and it has no concern for the People
it throws out of employment and places
on social service benefits. Surely, even
though it may be committed to a Policy Of
a -maximum amount of work for Private
persons, the Government's first concern
ought to be the provision of a maximum
amount of employment the whole time. If
the Government is committed, finally to
close down the Public Works Department
and have the men employed by private in-
dustry, let it do that in such a way that
there is ample work going on in private
industry to create the vacancies to absorb
the men displaced from the Public Works
Department.

However, the Government has no con-
emn for those men, because it started this
policy of sacking a certain number of men
every week without any likelihood of their
being employed in private employment.
That is why I am opposed to the policy of
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the Government and the method of its
implementation, because it is a heartless
method. It has no regard whatsoever for
the fact that, under this system, it is in-
evitable that large numbers of men will
lose long periods of employment, and some
men are not likely to obtain employment
again.

I suggest that the Government owes an
apology to His Excellency for misleading
him in the way it did when it tendered
advice to him that the trend in employ-
mient in Western Australia was improving
because, as a matter of fact, it was doing
nothing of the kind; and the Government
well knows that that is so. I support the
amendment,

MR. HEAL (West Perth-on amend-
ment) (8.341: 1 rise to support, briefly,
the amendment moved by the member for
Albany. Before I continue, I think the
House should hear part of the speech made
by the Governor to Parliament. These
statements were supplied to His Excel-
lency by the present Government and they
read as follows:-

Employment figures are beginning
to show an improved trend, and there
are good prospects for the extension
of secondary industry. It will be the
constant endeavouir of Ministers to
accelerate the rate of progress and
development. It is hoped to secure
improvement in the presentation over-
seas and interstate of suitable in-
formation regarding the advantages
of Western Australia as a field for in-
vestment and for the attraction of
tourists.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
who has just resumed his seat has proved
that that statement, which was supplied
to His Excellency by the Government, is
totally untrue. In The West Australian,
dated the 14th July, 1959, there appeared
the following article:-

State Unemployed Percentage Worst.
Canberra, Mon.-Western Australia

has a greater percentage of its work
force unemployed than any other
State.

Employment figures showed an im-
provement. over the whole of Australia
last month, but in Western Australia
the number of registered jobless in-
creased and more people sought un-
employment benefit.

At the end of the month, Western
Australia had 2.2 per cent. un-
employed compared with the Austra-
lian average of 1.6 and State percent-
ages as low as 1.1 for South Australia.

Total Rises.
In his monthly review released to-

night, Labour Minister McMahon said
that in W.A. last month the number
of registered unemployed rose from
5,972 to 6,074 and the number on
benefit tromn 2.874 to 2,939.

Those two sets of figures are extremely
interesting. I ask members to consider
the first set of figures relating to the
number of registered unemployed. The
Minister said that the number of registered
unemployed rose from 5,972 to 6,074. That
shows an increase of 102 unemployed per-
sons in Western Australia for the month
of June. Yet, the benefits issued to un-
employed persons by the Social, Services
Department rose by only £205.

Further down in this newspaper article
there is the statement that the number
of jobs registered as vacant decreased from
1,035 to 849. This meant a decrease of
186 jobs which would have been available
to those receiving unemployment benefits.
Once again I would like to say, as I said
during the debate on the amendment to
the Add ress-in- reply moved1 by the Leader
of the Opposition, that there are hundreds
of men unemployed at present who are
not even registered with the Common-
wealth Employment Service office. The
reason for this is that when they attend
the counter at that office they are
asked: "Will you accept employment in a
country town?"' If the answer to that
question is "No,' they will not be registered
and cannot claim unemployment benefits.

In my opinion that is entirely unfair.
Unemployed persons who attend at the
Commonwealth Employment Service office
to receive benefits should be offered a job
in the country before being refused assist-
ance and registration at that office. One
man had been on social service benefits
for five years before being termed un-
employable by the department. Yet the
men who now attend the Commonwealth
Employment Service office are denied un-
employment benefits if they say they will
not work in the country. In most cases
the reason for the refusal is that they
have families and they would rather work
in the metropolitan area if they can find
a job.

Therefore, the Press statement does not
set out the true position. In the Year
Book that has just been received by mem-
bers it is interesting to note the trend of
employment from 1950-51 to 1956-57. This
trend is shown by the figures in the 195B
Year Book just published. The monthly
averages of persons on benefit in the State
of Western Australia during those years,
are as follows:-

1950-51 .. . . 59
1951-52 . ..*.. .... 64
1952-53 ... .... 841
1953-54 ... 406
1954-55 .... .... .... 153
1955-56 . .. .* 515
1956-57 .... ... 1,972

The total for 1956-57 was 12,666; that
is throughout Australia. What do we see
today? From the figure just released, the
total number of unemployed registered in
Australia for unemnployment benefits fell
by 1,913 to make a total of 65,708. I do
not think that is a very nice picture for
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Australia, let alone for the position and
the trend in Western Australia at present.
When the Minister for Works was address-
ing us on the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition, he mentioned
certain figures; and I have taken these
from Mansard. I am afraid I just do not
know where the Minister has obtained his
figures, but this is what he had to say-

Let us have a look at what actually
happened to the employees at the
Public Works Department. This was
as at last Friday, Of those men, 153
have been retrenched. of the 153, a
total of 77 registered for employment
with the Commonwealth Employment
Service. The department found jobs
for 60 of them, 72 resigned, and 76 did
not register.

Those figures represent a total of 285.
Yet the Minister for Works in his speech
gave us the figure as 153. Accordingly, w.e
see one instance where the Minister for
Works has misled the House. I have no
doubt that he has also misled His Excel-
lency the Governor. It is interesting to
hear the Minister say that the Public
Works Department intends giving notice of
dismissal to 20 men per week for the next
15 months. I do not know what the out-
look of these men will be. Last week I
was speaking to the employees engaged on
the job at Perth Modern School. They
'Were very downhearted at the fact that
when their employment there ceased, there
would be no further work for themr.

It seemed that the only avenue open to
them was to register for unempolyment
relief and hope they could be found em-
ployment. Carpenters and other men work-
ing in the Public Works force will have
to change their employment and find work
elsewhere. I have been informed that a
foreman on a job that had just ceased,
was told by one of the officers of the Pub-
lic Works Department to get in touch with
a certain builder whose tender had been
accepted, arid ask him how many men he
would require for the job. The answer the
foreman received from the builder was, "I
do not want any of those b's and scabs
that have been working in the Public
Works force."

Mr. Graham: Did he not call them
loafers and squealers?

Mr. HEAL: He called them a lot more,
but I am trying to put it into the politest
language possible. The Minister for Works
undertook to do everything in his power
to ensure that when these men were dis-
missed from the Piublic Works Department
they would be found employment with
Private builders. I hope he will give this
matter further consideration and carry
out his Promise, so that there will be a
more even distribution of the works force
in private employment. That has not been
the case up to date, and it does not look
as though it will be in the future. I sup-
port the amendment moved by the member
for Albany, and I hope it is carried.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-on amend-
ment) [ 8.45): 1 regret the necessity of hav-
ing to speak on an amendment moved to
the Address -in -reply to the Speech de-
livered by His Excellency the Governor.
However, the consequences brought about
by a callous conservative Government have
made this Protest on cur part essential.
We disagree most earnestly, because of the
Government's audacity, intolerance, and
blatant contempt for truth in carrying out
a policy which is not only unsound but
which has also proved to be extremely un-
popular.

By the implementation of its policy this
Government has proved itself to be one
which very few enjoy, but which the major-
ity of people in Western Australia are
now forced to enjoy. Its policy has caused
widespread unemployment, hardship, econ-
omic insecurity, and dire poverty. The
figures released for the month of June, and
quoted by our Deputy Leader, and again
by the member for West Perth, prove un-
mistakably that the information given by
this Government to His Excellency was
erroneous. In doing that the Government
has defiled the dignity of His Excellency's
Speech and, therefore, an apology from
this Government to His Excellency is de-
finitely warranted, and should be de-
manded by the people of Western Australia.

My Deputy Leader mentioned -a man who
was working for the State Engineering
Works, who was put off on compensation,
and who, before he returned to work, was
given notice of dismissal. This is not a
lone case. I have a similar case-a
matter on which I wrote only last week to
the Minister for Railways-which relates
to a man working in the Railways Depart-
ment in Kalgoorlie. He was away on
compensation, and is still away on
compensation, but he has been dismissed
from his work. I believe that is a viola-
tion of the Workers' Compensation Act.

This Government has not only broken
the hearts of the workers, but it has also
broken the law. it should be brought to
task by the people of Western Australia.
The farrago of f alseho ods made by the Gov -
ernment to the people of Western Australia
is nothing new. For the short three
months it has been in office it has proved
itself to be a callous Government, the
like of which we have not seen before, and
the like of which it is hoped we will not
see again.

In The West Australian of the .5th March
we find a contribution by David Brand
the Leader of the Liberal Party, in which
he said that too many are jobless in this
State: that the Liberal Government would
ensure full employment. Again, on the 13th
March we find the samne gentleman making
a further contribution to The West Austra-
lianL in which he said-

Our policy in industrial relations is
to recognise that people are the most
important factor in industry. Industry
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is for the people. We intend to create
conditions in which people and indust-
try will prosper together.

On another occasion he said, "We will
fire nobody." In the light of the above
observations let us see what has been the
outcome since this Government took office.
We find that over 250 men have been
sacked-blatantly sacked-from the Public
Works Department. Over 50 men have
been retrenched from the State Engineer-
ing Works, because of the application of
this Government's policy. It seems that
this Government has gone berserk; it has
thrown the baby out of the bath water.
Let us cast our minds back to the promises
made by his Government prior to the
elections. It is not difficut to understand
that its promniscs were merely statemnts
of its false sentiments.

The Government carried on its disreput-
able flirtation with the electors. It had
their attention, without any intention of
honouring its obligations whatsoever. It
is carrying on its tin-pot tyranny of sack-
ing people, causing hardship, throwing
them on the economic scrapheap, and de-
facing the dignity of the workers, while
it tries to gloss over the matter by saying
that it had placed this policy before the
people.

This makeshift Government has resur-
rected the words of a song, which should
now be addressed to the electors. The
words are-

How could you believe me when I said
that I loved you

When you knew I'd been a liar all
my life?

This song was once the No. I on the hit
parade, but the present Government is the
No. I on the Western Australian "hate"
parade.

The Government must stand condemned
for its heartless action. When money
speaks there are many unfortunate echoes.
The unemployment we see in our midst is
certainly a loud and sorrowful echo of that
policy. Where is the mandate of the Gov-
ernment? On this side of the House there
are 23 Labour members representing 23
electorates in this State: those electors
rejected the Liberal Party policy. We find in
this House two Independent members from
two electorates, and those people have also
rejected the Liberal Party policy. If they
had endorsed the Liberal Party policy the
two Independents would not be here; in-
stead we would have the endorsed Libieral
candidates for those two electorates.

The people have rejected the policy of
the Government. The Government has 25
members representing 25 out of the 50 seats
in this House. The people in 25 of the
electorates have rejected the Government's
policy. On the Government side with full
strength I can count only 24 members on
the floor. Where is the mandate? The

Government is a makeshift and a care-
taker government. It has no right to sack
people.

It seems there are none so blind as those
who refuse to see. The Premier and his
conservative colleag-ues are such; they are
refusing to face up to realities. The Gov-
ernment is grasping at a prejudice; we may
call it a vagrant prejudice, because it is
without any visible means of support.
Members of the Government cannot look
at the facts. They must stare them in the
face and ride them down altogether.

I appeal to the Premier to give up this
sham and this misguided policy that is
being foisted on him by the kings of high
finance, and to carr on a real crusade that
will benefit all Western Australians and not
a privileged few. Perhaps ne is interested in
a proverb which seems appropriate on this
occasion. I would like to read it out to him
for the sake of accuracy and brevity-

To look is one thing; to see what you
look at is another. To understand
what you see is more important, to
learn from what you understand is
something else, but to act upon what
you learn is all that matters.

The Premier has refused to look. if he
has, he has tailed to learn, and he has
acted very foolishly. I intend to have my
voice heard, among others, in supporting
the amendment.

MRt. TOMS (Maylands-on amendment)
[8-551: It would appear that we on this
side are waiting in vain to hear a reply
from members of the Government. Plenty
has been said for the Government mem-
bers to reply to, if they wanted to. The
amendment is one certainly worthy of
support.

On the Government side of the H-ouse
there are all types of businessmen, particu-
larly accountants, who seem to look at fig-
ures and from them deduce just what they
want to deduce. Certain figures emanat-
ing from the Department of Labour and
National Service have been quoted this
evening, and upon these the Minister for
Railways made great play when he was
replying to a previous amendment to the
Address-in-reply.

The member for Melville quoted some
figures relative to the unemployment of
building tradesmen in the months of April.
May and June, but the position is not so
bright as same members opposite seem to
believe. I did hear the member for North
Perth interject at one stage by saying,
"An improvement." Let me say for his
edification that the figures belie the truth.

As an example I quote the case of the
Carpenters' Union. The employment posi-
tion of the Carpenters appears to have im-
proved through April, May and June; but
the true position is that during those three
months there were 10B resignations from
that uanion. Undoubtedly the same could
apply to tradesmen in the various other
categories in the building trades.
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These men have not left the industry of
their own accord. They left because of
the callous policy adopted by the Present
Government with regard to the perform-
ance of Public works and the dismissal of
day-labour tradesmen. This action savours
of an almost power-drunk Government: it
has adopted a policy of dismissing 20 men
per week. It appears that is just what it
is doing, irrespective of the needs of the
State and its development. A figure has
been set down and that figure is acted
upon.

Mr. Wild: Did you make representations
to Your Minister when he put off 250 trades-
men last year?

Mr. TOMS. I know far more about that
matter than the Minister.

Mr. Wild: I did not hear you getting
up in protest.

Mr. TOMS: I do know that those 250
workers could not be found work by pri-
vate enterprise. They were put on by the
Government to give them employment.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better confine himself to the amendment.
What happened last year should not affect
the amendment.

Mr. TOMS: The Minister made the inter-
jection, and I thought I had a right of
reply. The minister for Works when
speaking to the previous amendment stated
on page 134 of this year's Hansard that he
had written to the Builders' Guild and to
the Regional Director of Commonwealth
Employment, and also to the Master
Builders' Association. It appears that let-
ter could have come from the Master
Builders or the Employers' Federation.

Mr. Wild: it was more than my pre-
decessor did when he put off 250 men.

Mr. TOMS: I have given those figures
of unemployment in the building trade for
the benefit of the member for North Perth
and others opposite, to indicate what is
happening, and to show the number of
resignations from the Carpenters' Union
alone as a result of instability in the in-
dustry-the industry which is being upset
by the policy of this Government. if the
Minister for Works has time to listen, I
would ask him whether he would act upon
the final paragraph of his letter where he
said-

It is my intention to review this
policy continually, as the Government
is determined there is to be as little
disruption as possible. If it is found
that private building interests are not
absorbing the major portion of the
building trades employees from the
Public Works Department further con-
sideration will have to be given to
the whole undertaking.

I am asking him to review that now,
because the undertaking given by the
Master Builders' Association and by the
Employers' Federation is not being ob-
served in the true sense of the word.

We have been told that private industry
is absorbing some of these men to a de-
g-ree, but, as indicated by our Deputy
Leader, these men are being used now anid
not employed. Two men-members of the
Carpenters' Union-not so long ago were
given work in the country-they were
from, the Public Works Department-for
two days, and the private enterprise builder
put two of his men off during that time.
Upon sacking the Public Works Depart-
ment men, he reinstated the others. If
that is playing the game by men who are
out of work, this Government does not
know what playing the game means.

The Government should make up its
mind where it is going, because the resigna-
tions from the Carpenters' Union alone in-
dicate the position in which the building
trade will be placed in not too many years'
time. These people are going into other
trades and other positions; and by 1965 this
State will be faced with a real famine with
regard to building tradesmen: and this
Government will be the one responsible for
it unless it wakes up and once again con-
siders its action with regard to the indis-
criminate sacking of men, as is taking
place at the present time. I wholeheartedly
support the amendment moved by the
member for Albany.

The SPEAKER: I would like to restate
the amendment, because, in view of the
fact that copies have not been circulated,
I think some members are not completely
aware just what the amendment is. It reads
as follows:-

but regret that because of erroneous
advice tendered by the Government,
Your Excellency informed Parliament
that employment figures were begin-
ning to show an improved trend,
whereas the reverse was actually the
case and the State unemployed per-
centage is the Worst in the Common-
wealth.

I would just draw the attention of hon.
members to the terms of the amendment
and ask them to confine themselves to
it and not refer to extraneous matters such
as what happened last year or something
of that nature. It is a question as to
whether the advice tendered His Excellency
was correct or not, and whether the em-
ployment figures are actually improving- or
not.

MR JAN[IESON (Heeloo.-on amend-
ment) [9.41: I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for
reiterating the terms of the amendment.
but it is quite clear, in my mind at
any rate, exactly what is before this
House: and it was made abundantly clear
by the Deputy Leader on this side when
he indicated some little time ago the trend
in the actual figures of employment that
have been released in recent times.

The attack on the Government's at-
titude to the unemployment situation by
this amendment to the Address -in- reply Is
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very clear. We, on this side of the House,
who renre-sent the working force of the
Statv. are putting up an effective corn-
plaintr-or as effective as we can possibly
do from the opposition point of view-to
the Government in order that it may re-
view the Position which is causing this
continuing trend towards unemployment.

The actual warding of the Governor's
Speech in this regard clearly states that
employment figures are beginning to show
an improv ed trend and there are good
prospects for the extension of secondary
industry. The employment trend is going

dw- am a representative of the
same union as the hon. member who has
just addressed the House-and there have
been i'esiigations from the Carpenters'
Union. For what reason? For the reason
made Paramount to the House recently
when the Minister for Railways quoted
figures showing that there was less unem-
ployment.* Of course there is less unem-
ployrneni. in many spheres or categories be-
cause men are leaving their particular
callings.

If the Government that now holds con-
trol of the Treasury bench in this State
wants to develop the State, surely it should
not encourage unemployment. Its action
at this juncture is doing just that. There
are mnany ways of achieving even the policy
of this Government without tearing into
particular matters that cause unemploy-
ment and insecurity among the workers
of the State.

This is causing these people to leave the
State and go elsewhere to seek more secure
jobs. I feel that the mover of this amend-
ment was quite justified in his action-
which is, in effect, a further censure of
the 6overnment-even if it was only be-
cause of the effect that has been felt in
Albany and the facts which have been
brought before him by various questions he
has asked. It became quite apparent that
even the Minister was not well enough
aware to be able to advise the mover of
the amiendment clearly on the position;
and, finally, when he received the figures
and information, they indicated to him
that the position was altogether different
from what the Minister had been prepared
to indicate in the first place.

Without reiterating what other speakers
have said, I would say that this particular
amendment, which makes a further com-
plaint against the policy of the Govern-
ment during the course of this Address-in-
reply, is quite justified. I have much
pleasure in supporting it and sincerely
hope the majority of members in this
House wvill give it their earnest considera-
tion, and support it, too.

Mit. MAY (Coilie-on amendment)
[9.8]: I agree with the statement you
made just now, Mr. Speaker, that speakers
should confine themselves to the subject
matter of this amendment. There is no

doubt as to what was Said in the Gover-
nor's Speech when he opened Parliament
this year; and it is quite obvious that this
very self-same Government, by its action
in giving wrong information to His Excel-
lency, the Governor of this State, has
shown to what length it is ready to go in
order to attain its own ends.

I am not prepared, at this stage, to offer
any figures because I think those already
given by members tonight speak for them-
selves, I can quite understand members of
the Government not showing any interest
in what is being said: but I want to tell you,
Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of people look-
ing down on this Chamber tonight who
are suffering as the result of the actions
of this Government.

Mr. Boivell: You are only reiteratinkg
what you dished up to us a fortnight ago.

Mr. MAY: I can say what I like on this
subject; and I say that we cannot stress the
Position too much. To those who are
present tonight and can hear what is
being said in this Chamber, I say, "Take
particular notice of those people who are
responsible for the situation in which you
now find yourselves." The newly-elected
members on the Government side of the
Chamber must realise how they were fooled
when supporting the Liberal Party at the
last election. I would say that not one of
them anticipated that he would be sup-
Porting a Government that was prepared
to do what the present Administration is
doing-causing untold anguish and anxiety
in many homes in this State. I say that
His Excellency the Governor was misled by
the machinations of the Government-

Mr. Heal: I'll bet he is not sleeping to-
night.

Mr. MAY: Who could sleep when having
regard to what this Government is doing
to the people of the State?

Mr. Jamieson: All the new Liberal
members have left the Chamber.

Mr. MAY: All I have said so far comes
within the amendment moved tonight by
the member for Albany. It is all very well
for the Government to say that the men
being put off from the Public Works
Department, the State Engineering Works,
and elsewhere can be employed by private
industry. Members of the Government
know as well as you, or I, Sir, that men
over 45 years of age have no chance of
getting work with a Private employer.

Suggestions have been made-I think it
is perfectly true- that some employers are
to some extent responsible for the situation
that is arising from the actions of the
Government, in that they have sacked
some of their regular employees and put
on in their place men discharged from
Government employment. After two or
three days they then sack the new em-
ployees and re-engage the men they pre-
viously employed. That is the game that
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is being played, and it is no wonder that
this amendment to the Address-in-reply
has been moved.

What other course is open to the Oppo-
sition in this Chamber, in order to show
how disgusted it is with the actions of the
Government, n view of the anxiety that is
being caused to the people of the State? I
appeal to the finer feelings of members on
the Government side of the House-sup-
posing, always, that they have any. Surely
the Government does not expect to get
away with this action! Surely it knows
the type of Opposition that exists in this
Parliament and how it feels about the
welfare of the workers of the State!

We realise that the Government is pro-
tected in its actions by the newspapers of
Western Australia. ThIe West Australian is
prepe red at all times to cover up this sort
of thing, in order to protect the Govern-
ment from sdverse criticism. However, the
Onnosiftion in this Parliament will never
tnke lying. down whqt is being served un to
the wrorkers of the State at present. When
the prepvious amendment to the Address-
in-reply was m'oved I made certain
rema.)rks: and T reiterate that what I said
tha~t night still holds good. I will take
every possible onportunity of expressing
myself in opposition to what is being done
by the Government. I support the amend-
ment.

MR. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle-
on amendment) [9.1.51- In making some
contribution to the debate on this amend-
ment. I would sugr.est that members on
the other side of the House might have
the decency to listen to one's words, just
ns we had to listen to theirs, and here
I refer possibly to the Premier and the
Minister for Health,

One portion of His Excellency's
Speech stated that employment figures
were beginning to show an improved
trend and that there were good pros-
pects for the extension of industry in
this State. I have no wish to delay the
House. but would like to know where the
figures given came from.

From figures already quoted in this
House tonight, it must be apparent that
the employment position in Western Aus-
tralia has not improved; but that, in fact,
the reverse is the case- The downward
trend will continue, in view of the threats
made by the Government, which we hope
will not be in office very long. I feel that
the Government is only trying to cover
up its insecure position, and I do not say
that as a threat, as the Government knows
where I stand in this regard.

I say that the attitude of the Govern-
ment to the people of this State has been
one of deceit: because I know from my
own observations and from information
given me by people in the area I represent,
that the employment position, instead of
becoming better, is becoming rapidly

worse. There is no doubt that the workers,
who are the real wealth of this State,
must look forward to a grim time under
the Present Government, which is worthy
of castigation in view of the promises it
made to the people at the election. After
those 'promises, I say that the Government
has turned turtle, with the result that
those who put it in power are now being
denied their right to full employment.

At the election, members of the present
Government said that if returned to power
they would ensure full employment, but
one can give the lie to that, as the facts
and figures show, I support the amend-
ment,

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premiier-
on amendment) [9.20]: Once again we
have listened to a great many words about
a situation which is perhaps slightly better
than it was at this time last year.

Mr. Rowberry: Perhaps.
Mr. BRAND: I will prove it. When

the Labour Party was satting over here,
I did not hear any tearful speeches being
made from this side of the H-ouse, about
the unemployment position.

Mr. Lawrence: You are too tough to
cry.

Mr. Bovell: They are only crocodile
tears now,

Mr. BRAND: First of all I wish
to read to the House figures which
were sent to me, as Premier, over the
signature of B. A. L. White, Regional
Director, on the 3rd July, 1959-and even
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition says
that these figures must be correct. There
are headings of occupations and the num-
ber of unemployed applicants registered
for building trade vacancies, adult males,
in Western Australia; and the figures are
for the end of June and March. At the
end of June there were 52 unemployed
bricklayers; and at the end of March, when
we took over, there were 79. The figures
for carpenters were 141 in June and 214
when we took office in March. At the end
of June there were three fibrous plasterers
unemployed; and at the end of March, nine.
The position is reversed in regard to
painters, because 73 were unemployed in
June and 42 were unemployed in March.
As regards plasterers (solid) -whatever
sort of plasterers they are-the figures
were six in June and 15 in March.

Mr. Heal: You would not have a clue
what a plasterer was.

Mr. BRAND: With plumbers there
were .52 in June, when we took over:
and in March there were 19; and there was
one tiler in June and two in March.

Mr. Tonkin: What figures did you quote
for plumbers for June?

Mr. BRAND: I said "32."
Mr. Tonkin: I thought you said "52."
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Mr. BRAND: There were 32. In any
case, 52 would have made the position
worse than it really was.

Mr. Tonkin: We just want to get the
position right.

Mr. BRAND: For other skilled workers
the numbers were 17 at the end of June,
and 16 at the end of March, making the
total of skilled workers at the end of June,
325; and at the end of March, 396, which
does show an improvement.

Mr. Toms: Didn't you hear what I said?
Mr. BRAND: The figures with regard to

builders' labourers were 105 at the end of
June, and 116 at the end of March; for
other semni-skilled workers, 20 at the end
of June. and 26 at the end of March. The
total applicants were 450 at the end of
June, and 538 at the end of March. They
were the figures which related to building
tradesmen, and on which we based the
suggestion that there was an improving
trend.

Mr. Toms: Didn't you hear what I said
about leaving the industry?

Mr. flawke-. How could you have those
figures available to you at the time?

Mr. BRAND: They were the figures
which were made available.

Mr. Hawke: On the 3rd July? Don't give
us that!

Mr. BRAND: In any case we had figures
which indicated an improving trend; and
those figures indicate that there has been
an improving trend.

Mr. Bovell: They prove it.
M'~r. BRAND: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion shakes his head; and, while I may have
made a mistake in the date in regard to
this matter, the fact is that those figures
indicate that there has been an improve-
ment in the employment situation in the
building trade.

Mr. Hawke: A mistake? A blunder. it
shows bowy desperate you are.

Mr. BRAND: They are the figures given
by the people who are responsible for
assessing the position.

Mr. Tonkin; You said a "trend." What
about the months of April and May?

Mr BRAND: I will give them to the hon.
member. I also want to point ou--

Mr. Lawrence: Don't make it the 1st
April.

Mr. BRAND: -that it is an amazing
thing that the people on the other side are
getting so excited because at last they
have something to talk about--

Mr, Bovell: And there is no substance
in it.

Mr. BRAND: -a situation which was
worse in their three months of office this
year than it has been mn our first three
months. I now want to give the House

certain figures-unemployment statistics-
which have been passed on to the Premier's
Department for March-June, 1958, and
March-June, 1959.

Mr. Tonkin:. What about your policy of
deliberately sacking 600 men in six
months?

Mr. BRAND: The registered unemployed
in March, 1958 werc 5,163; and in June,
6,308, which shows an increase over that
Period, when our friends opposite were in
power, of 1,145. In March of this year there
were 6,810 unemployed, and in June 6,074,
a decrease of 736. The number receiving
unemployment benefits in March 1958 was
2,108; and in June, 3,005, an increase of
987; whereas in 1959 the figures were
2,850 for March, and 2,939 for June, an
increase of only 89. That indicates an
improving trend and shows thiat the posi-
tion is better than it was at this time last
year, even allowing for the fact that there
is a tendency for unemployment to in-
crease at this time of the year owing to
seasonal conditions.

Mr, Tonkin: Now it is the worst in the
Commonwealth, but in May it was not!

Mr. BRAND: I am not sure of those
figures. Because the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition makes that sweeping state-
ment-

The SPEAKER: Order! There must be
no comments or laughter from the gallery.
The people there may listen but they are
not to take notes, and there must be no
demonstrations of any kind.

Mr. B3RAND: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition says that the position was the
worst in the Commonwealth.

Mr, Tonkin: It is the worst now.
Mr. BRAND: I should think that for

quite a long time-for many months-it
has been the worst.

Mr. Tonkin: No it hasn't!
Mr, BRAND: I have some Common-

wealth figures--unemployment statistics.
These figures show the registered unem-
ployed as follows-

1959
January .. .. . 7,431
February . .. .. 7,328
March .... .... .. 6,810
April . . . .... 6,132
June ... . ... .... 6,074

In respect of vacancies the numbers are
as follows-

1959
January .... .... .... 985
February ... .... .... 996
March .... .... ... 1,125
April .. .... .... . ... 1,277
-M ay . .. .... .... 1,035
June . .. 849

Those are official figures obtained from
the statistician who is responsible for com-
puting them.
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Mr. Hawke: What do you make out of
the number of vacancies last month? What
is the point about them, and what do you
interpret from them?

Mr. BRAND: They are the jobs regis-
tered as being vacant, at the moment I
assume.

Mr. Hawke: But has the number in-
creased or decreased?

Mr. BRAND: The number of vacancies
has decreased.

Mr. Graham;. Jobs are getting scarcer.
Mr. BRAND; I am merely reading those

figures to give an indication of the number
of jobs that are vacant.

Mr. Hawke: We are trying to find out
if you understand them.

Mr. BRAND: The whole position is this:
The employment situation in this State
at present, whilst it may be the worst in
the Commonwealth, is no worse-and in
fact it is a great deal better-than it was
at this time last year; and the Govern-
ment, instead of having to face up to
serious difficulties brought about by policy
changes, has been able to hold the posi-
tion.

Mr. Heal: Hold it to the worst in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. BRAND: We went to the people
with a policy stating that we would have
our work done by contract. We have had
our work done by contract; and the net
result will be that, by letting on contract
the work of building schools, hospitals and
the like, the day-labour organisation of the
Public Works Department will not have
any work to~ do. We will, therefore, have
to take the same action as the previous
Minister for works did, when, at one stage,
it was suggested to him that he should put
off 450 men. Eventually, he put off over
200, for the same reason that there was
no work being carried out by the Public
Works Department in spite of special
efforts to obtain more money to carry out
the work by day labour rather than by
contract.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes; but you have the
money, and you are taking the work away
from the Public Works Department.

Mr. BRAND: No, we are not.
Mr. Tonkin: With the exception of the

Armadale Hospital.

Mr. BRAND: We are letting contracts
every day now. We have a limited amount
of money, but we hope to obtain more work
for the money, and we are honouring our
undertaking that the work of constructing
public buildings will be done by contract.
This, in the long run, will save the State
a great deal of money and, furthermore,
it will create more employment because
the Government will have more money to
spend. I oppose the amendment.

MR. HAWKE (Northaxn-on amend-
ment) [9.31]: The Premier Quoted from a
document over the name of Mr. White, and
the document bore the date of the 3rd
July, 1959. Then he told us that it was
upon the information thus available that
the Government had written into the
Speech which was used by His Excellency
to open Parliament the words about the
improving trend in employment in West-
ern Australia. To recognise the utter
stupidity of the proposition the Premier
was putting to the House, it is necessary
only to know that the Speech had been
delivered by the Governor before the 3rd
July, 1959.

Mr. Brand: It was based on that sort
of information.

Mr. HAWKE : So we gather, when the
Premier resorts to those tactics, that
the Government is indeed in a des-
perate position when it comes to a ques-
tion of producing real argument. On this
question of employment and unemploy-
ment we were unable, on a previous occa-
sion, to get the Government to face up to
the real issue of the situation which is,
that the Government, by deliberate policy,
is increasing unemployment all the time
It is sacking at least 20 men every week,
from the day-labour building organisation
associated with the Public Works Depart-
ment.

As time goes on, I think the Government
will find itself compelled to sack more than
20 men a week from that organisation. In
addition, the Government is deliberately
sacking a number of men from State in-
strumnen talities. it is all very well for the
Government to say that private enterprise
will re-employ all these men; but I think
we know enough, from a practical point
of view, of what happens in this kind of
situation to realise that all the men de-
liberately sacked by the Government will
not be re-employed by private enterprise,
and most certainly all of them will not be
re-employed without some suffering serious
periods of unemployment in the meantime.

I am anxious to try to find out, if pos-
ible, what the read attitude of the Premier
and his Ministers is towards the men who
are being dismissed from week to week
from the day-labour organisation of the
Public Works Department. After reading
a, broadcast by the Premier over one of
our national radio stations on the evening
of Monday, the 13th July. 1959. 1 have be-
come all the more mystified.

The following is the appropriate portion
of the Premier's broadcast:-

The Minister for Works, Mr. Wild,
declared to a jeering Opposition and a
well-filled gallery that the Govern-
ment would stick to its guns on the
day labour issue and gave an assur-
ance that every worker in his depart-
ment would be looked after.

Mr. Brand: He said that here in this
House.
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Mr. HAWKE: By interjection the Prem-
ier's comment is: "The Minister for Works
said those words here in this House.' He
did, but I want to knowv how much the
words are worth.

Mr. Andrew: Nothing!
Mr. HAWKE: Any Minister or. for that

Part, any member on that side of the
House can say words-

Mr. Brand: Yes; we have heard you very
often.

Mr. HAWKE: Undoubtedly, and, to his
very great discomfort, the Premier is hear-
ing me again at this moment. As I was
saying, we can all get up and say words:
but in this tremendously serious matter I
want to know what these words really
mean, if they mean anything. The Prem-
ier supports the Minister for Works in
giving an assurance that every worker in
the Public Works flepartment day-labour
Organisation will be looked after by the
Minister and the Government. How will
they look after those workers? How are
they looking after the 20 men who were
sacked last Friday? flow are they look-
ing after the 20 that were sacked the Fri-
day before? How will they look after the 20
that will be sacked on each succeeding
Friday from now on?

Mr. Brand: We will create the employ-
ment.

Mr. HAWKE: Could anyone imagine
such political hypocrisy going deeper than
that? "We will create the employment!"
That is a great help to the men who have
already been sacked and to those who are
facing dismissal next Friday and every
Friday in the succeeding weeks. "We will
create employment!" The Premier knows
that that sort of talk is empty and value-
less to the men who have already suffered
this penalty and to those who will suffer
it in the future. I say to the Premier it
is of no use his Practising political double
dealing in this matter.

Mr. Brand: You ought to know some-
thing about political double dealing!

Mr. HAWKE: I am putting the Premier
on the spot. I am asking him and his Min-
ister for Works to say what, in effect, these
words mean. The Premier has committed
himself in support of them by voicing those
words in the address which he made pub-
licly oyer certain radio stations. I ask him
again: What are these words worth? Wihat
is this assurance worth?

Mr. Evans: It's not worth two bob!

Mr. HAWKE: obviously, this assurance
by the Minister for Works, backed by the
Premier in a public statement, is worth
nothing. It is absolutely valueless! The
Minister and the Premier intend to do
nothing to help or protect the men who are
so gravely concerned in regard to the un-
employment which has already come to
them by the operation of the Government's

policy; or those who will become unem-
ployed as the result Of the continued en-
forcement of this vicious policy by the
Government. Clearly the Government's
policy is creating more and more unem-
ployment every week. That is the certain
and inevitable result of a policy of this
nature.

Not only is the Government's policy
creating other unemployment directly, but
it is creating other unemployment in-
directly. I should have thought it would
be a well-known economic fact to
at least one of the Ministers of this Gov-
erniment-if not to perhaps two of them-
that when one creates unemployment one
takes away regular income from persons
who previously were in receipt of a regular
income: and that detrimentally affects
their ability to buy goods and services.
When one reduces the ability Of People to
buy goods and services, one immediately
creates a situation in factories, warehouses,
retail stores, and In other directions where
the employment of some people will
cease sooner or later.

Accordingly I say that the time is long
overdue when the Government should sit
down and seriously look at the results
which have already flowed from its policy,
because those results will get worse as long
as the Government goes blindly and
blatantly ahead continuing this policy. I
doubt very much whether the Government
realises it is dealing with human beings
in this situation. We have heard from the
Premier tonight, and we heard from the
Minister for Works the other night, the
question whether the Previous Government,
and the previous Minister for Works did
not sack and retrench people. Of course
we did, when the financial situation became
of such a nature as to make it impossible
for the Government to continue to employ
all the persons that it had previously em-
ployed.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Tell us more about
it.

Mr. Evans: You would not understand.

Mr. HAWKE: However, that was a policy
that was not deliberately chosen: not de-
liberately put into operation from choice,
or desire, or from wish. That is where
the policy of the previous Government
differs so vastly from the policy of the pre-
sent Government, because the policy of the
present Government is a cold-blooded, de-
liberate one of sacking men from their
employment, and of throwing them to the
wolves, as it were; because I think I have
already established the fact that the as-
surance of the Minister for Works--given
to this House some days ago, and repeated
by the Premier over the air a few nights
ago-is of no value whatever to the men
concerned

It is clear that instead of the Minister
for Works looking after them they will
have to battle for themselves as best they
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can. I think it has been sho 'wn by speakers
on this side of the House tonight that
many of these men, particularly older men
and those who are a bit below par physic-
ally are the ones who will suffer most from
the ruthless enforcement of this policy by
the Government. If only the men who are
actually being sacked were concerned-if
they were the only ones involved-the situ-
ation would be serious enough without any
doubt. But most of these men-particular-
ly the older men, and those who are below
par physically - would be married men,
some with dependent children.

So we say that, in its wide sweep, the
policy of the Government is not only creat-
ing unemployment on an increasing scale,
but is, through this further increase in
unemployment, creating in addition a
great deal of anxiety and insecurity for a
great many people in Western Australia.
So, beyond any shadow of doubt, the in-
formation set out in the relevant portion
of the Speech with which the Governor
opened Parliament some weeks ago, was
misleading: it was information which
should not have been included in the
Speech at all. Undoubtedly, the trend in
regard to employment, or unemployment,
in this State, is one which is serious: it
is a trend which is greatly to be regretted;
a trend which has been intensified by the
policy of the present Government, and
which will be intensified so long as the
Government is foolish enough,, and short-
sighted enough, to continue putting its
policy into operation.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth-on amend-
ment) [9.47]: It is obvious, as pointed
out by the Leader of the opposition, that
the Government simply has no clue what-
soever with regard to unemployment. I
know it is not within the province of this
amendment for me to make more than a
passing reference to the callous nature of
the Government's activities in wilfully
sacking so many of its men by deliberate
action-and, in addition to that, making it
inevitable for the management of certain
state instrumentalities to dispense with
some of their staffs, because by Govern-
ment order work is being taken away from
them.

Neither can I dilate upon the inhuman
action of this Government in taking from
the unemployed men-the single men-the
sum of 17s. 6d. a week granted to them
by the previous Labour Government.

The SPEAKER-. Order! That has nothing
to do with this amendment.

Mr. GRAHAM: I agree with you whole-
heartedly, Mr. Speaker, and that is why
I said I would he out of order if I made
more than a passing reference to that fact.
But I think You will agree, Sir-I trust
you will agree-that it does deserve men-
tion, because of those being placed on the
labour market by this Liberal-Country
Party Government, a certain number are

single persons and they, of course, are suf-
fering the unhappy plight of endeavouring
to make ends meet on £3 5s. a week.

Mr. Evans: Worse than the old-aged
pensioner.

Mr. GRAHAM: Far worse. Hie receives
E4 7is. 6d. a week at present, as against the
£3 5s. to which I have referred. Apart from
that, the pensioner has other concessions
available to him, and he is likely to re-
ceive some increase in the course of the
next few weeks. It is beyond my compre-
hension why so-called responsible Gov-
ernment can be so inhuman as to sack
these people deliberately, thus creating
hardship in the home and suffering on
the part of the families. But at this stage
it is far worse than that.

It may be true that only several hundred
men have been sacked to date; but I know
I am correct when I say there are several
thousand Government employees, the
great majority of whom have been loyal
and conscientious workers of the Crown,
who fear the arrival of every pay day,
because they know not but that a dismissal
notice may accompany the pay envelope.

What a shocking State of affairs! By
deliberate Policy, this Government is
creating this sense of fear in the homes of
some thousands of good Western Australian
citizens. I say this Government is not con-
cerned with human values and human
beings, but is concerned with interests,
power, authority, and financiali resources.
That is obvious, and something may be
heard about that matter from this very
place when the opportunity arises for me
to speak on the general debate on the
Address- in -reply. Ordinary average human
beings are of no concern whatsoever to
this Government.

I repeat, this Government has not the
foggiest or faintest notion pf what the real
situation is. Neither does it care. One need
only have recourse to the vital statistics of
this State. They show that, averaged over
the past few years, there is an. increase in
population of approximately 15,000 Souls.
Again, taken from the statistics, one can
say that there are approximately 4,000
additional persons seeking employment
every year.

If it be true-which it is not-that this
Government is finding additional employ-
ment in Western Australia at the rate of
approximately 4,000 jobs a year, it still is
making no impact whatever on the number
of persons unemployed at present. It
is quite simple to quote figures giving only
part of the story. No doubt the Premier or
one of his Ministers would pat himself or
themselves on the back, if they were able
to show that after six months of office the
number of jobs in this State had increased
by 1,000. On my reckoning, arrived at after
an examination of the figures over the
years, the net result is that there will be
1,000 more people unemployed, than there
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are today. Therefore it behoves the
Government to pull up its socks and do
something in connection with this matter.

I have placed a number of questions on
the notice paper in order to seek informa-
tion. I hope that information will be avail-
able tonunorow, or on the following day.
During the course of the past few days
certain information has come to my ears.
I hasten to state that since I have become
a member of the Opposition I have not
spoken to, directly or by telephone, nor
have I corresponded with, one single
employee of the Government establishment
concerned; nor have I been in communi-
cation with any officer or employee of
what I might term to be a semi-Govern-
ment instrumentality.

The Government believes in farming out
to its political friends--there is no gainsay-
ing this fact-work which has always been
undertaken in Western Australia in this
instance, by the Government Printing
Office. Incidentally, by the direction of the
Liberal Government of the Common-
wealth, this work must be given, or offered
to the Government Printing Office as a
priority, ahead of all the private printing
concerns. This practice has been followed
in Western Australia until the unfortunate
arrival of the type of Government now in
office, a type which has pledged itself to
big business to the sacrifice of everything
else.

The Premier can check the figures I
am about to give. There is no occasion
for me to give the details to what they per-
tain, but I am sure they can be ascertained
by a short telephone call. A certain semi-
Government instrumentality, in pursuance
of the policy of this Government, obtained
from private printers-master printers-
quotes for some printing work to be done.
The figure received was £128. Strangely
enough the figure quoted was £128 from
each one of those who were interested.
This savours of collusive tendering. The
Premier may be surprised to know that the
Government Printer did that job for
£19 los.

That is the sort of thing which this
Government is doing, apparently on the
altar of paying some tribute, or making
some repayment to persons who associate
with the Liberal Party; and who, no doubt,
mnake substantial contributions to that
party; and who provide friendship and
protection in a hundred and on different
ways. I mention this printing incident, but
it is not isolated.

It should also be emphasised that no
additional work will be created outside,
but men will be sacked from this Govern-
ment instrumentality, because in order to
cope with this work they still use the
same number of machines. Those at
present engaged by the private employers
will be working on and receiving overtime,
whilst a number of good and faithful
servants from the Government Printing

Office will be receiving their unemploy-
ment dole, less the 17s. 6d. per week which
this Liberal Government has snatched
from them.

In connection with this shocking action
by the Government, I only wish there were
not such a thing as unparliamentary
references or unparliamentary terms. This
action of the Government is so vile, be-
cause of its deliberate nature, that any
member here can be excused for using
the most extreme language in condemna-
tion of it; and that applies no matter how
this subject is played down in the Press.
It does not matter how much the various
aspects from almost every point of the
globe are emphasised by those who spring
from the ranks of the workers-and who
have been selected and endorsed by the
workers, and have been returned for their
respective electorates by the workers-or
what evidence we adduce in this Chamber,
we find that those who occupy the mini-
sterial benches are not in the least con-
cerned.

We contrast that with the indecent
haste in which they proceed to stuff the
pockets of their political friends and sup-
porters. I can enlarge on that aspect, but
I know you, Mr. Speaker, will not allow me
to give many examples of that sort of
thing. If you will permit me this liberty,
I shall refer to a document laid on the
Table of the House by the Premier this
afternoon. I am using this by way of con-
trast. Here is a man, who was previously
paid by The West Australian to produce
Liberal Party propaganda, now being
placed on the State's payroll-to which
the workers have to contribute-at a salary
of £2,500 a year. That is more than any
Private member of Parliament receives.

He is supplied with an office of his own,
which no private member of Parliament
has. He is supplied with a typist of his
own, which no member of Parliament has.
When the basic wage rises, I notice from
this document that he will not receive
merely the basic wage increase, but he
will receive double the amount, under the
agreement.

I find, too, that whereas a fortnight's
annual leave is the regular thing, this
individual, late from The West Australian
office, is to receive three weeks' annual
leave. I would like to know what out-of-
pocket and other considerations this par-
ticular gentleman receives when he travels
throughout Western Australia gathering
information to prepare progaganda, for this
Liberal Party Government. I mention that
to emphasise how generously and how im-
mediately the Governmient reacts when
there is anything to be done in a political
sense: but when it concerns ordinary
people-the workers of this community-
the sack, and plundering of the additional
allowance, and that sort of thing become
the order of the day. It is remarkable
with these same people, when it comes
round about polling day, that it is not the
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Hon. Mr. Smith or the Hon. Mr. Jones:
it is vote for Bill Smith and Tom Jones.
Those names are familiar.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must confine himself to the amend-
ment.

Mr. GRAHAM: They are then part and
parcel of the ordinary people-the workers
who are out on the dole at this present
moment, and who are there as a conse-
quence of the deliberate action of this Gov-
ernment. The seriousness of this whole
situation overwhelms us, as we are close
to the problem and we know something,
not only of the physical distress of so
many people, but-what is equally, if not
more, important-their mental suffering
and anguish.

As we are, unfortunately, in a minority
on the floor of the House, all we can do is
to speak and continue to speak, hoping
and trusting that sooner or later either
the two Independents--who are only here
because the Liberal Party was unable to
defeat them-or that perhaps some of the
newer members who have not come com-
pletely under the domination of the Liberal
Party machine may Still have a spark of
humanity within their breasts and may,
after hearing appeals and after hearing
cases quoted by members from this side-
if they are not prepared to do it in the
debating Chamber of this Parliament-in
their own party rooms, where nobody can
hear them, and where nobody will be aware
of a reversal of form by a majority will vote
against the Ministers for the time being, or
be able to prevail upon those who are Min-
isters at this moment to change their views
in the interests of humanity and the people
generally.

I conclude by saying that I am particu-
larly disgusted at the lack of reaction by
the Government and its lack of recognition
of what it is doing in wrecking the hearts
and hopes and welfare and aspirations of
decent clean-living conscientious workers
of Western Australia.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
Fletcher
Graham

Heal
3. Hegney
Jami eson

Bovell
Brand
Bunr
Cornell
Court
Craig
Crommelin
Graydlen
Guthrie
Henn
Lewis
Mann

Aye&-21.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
Noes-23.

Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MoLarty
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Ayes.
Mr. .W. Hegney
Mr. Rhatigan

Fairs.
Noes.

Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Nalder

Majority agalnst-2.

Amendment thus negatived.

MR. HEAL (West Perth) [10.71: 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

MR. HEAL (West Perth) [10.8]: Seeing
that the Premier desires to sit further-

Mr. Bovell: You have wasted the time of
the H-ouse up to now.

Mr. Graham: It would be waste of time
talking about the workers.

Mr. HEAL: I sincerely hope the Minister
for Lands can control himself for five min-
utes.

Mr. Hovel!: I wish you could!
Mr. HEAL: The Minister's blood pres-

sure is getting very high, and I would hate
to see him indisposed like the Minister for
Health.

Mr. Bovell: I have taken a lot more of
this than you are ever likely to.

Mr. HEAL: I have a few matters which
I would like to bring to the notice of the
Premier, so that after he peruses Hansflrd
on the Address-in-reply debate some action
in relation to them can be taken. I re-
ceived a letter on the Bilh of May which I
would like to read. It is as follows:-

I would like to bring to your notice
the state of affairs that now exists in
the Transfer of Land Act. As things
now stand, a person buys a block of
land for £500 and Pays stamp duty at
the rate of £1 per £100, making a total
of £5.

He then gets married and builds a
house on the land for £3,000, making a
total value of £3,500. As most young
couples today like to have everything
in their joint names he decides to have
his wife's name on the title in Joint
tenancy. No money actually changes
hands, the consideration in this in-
stance being the natural Jove and
affection borne by the husband for his
wif e.

I am sure that must touch the Premier's
heart, in view of the action that he has
taken. To continue-

The Stamp Office, however, still
charges stamp duty at approximately
10s. Per £100, which means that they
have now to pay approximately £18
to have the title in their joint names.
Don't you think that where there is
a genuine transfer from husband to
husband and wife as joint tenants, and
no money is involved in such a trans-
fer, the stamp duty should not be
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charged on the basis of stamp office
valuation as it is at the present time?
I Would sincerely like your opinion on
this matter and advice as to whether
there is any likelihood of the second
stamp duty being abolished or, if not,
substantially reduced.

I sincerely hope that, when convenient,
the Premier will give consideration to that
request, because it does seem harsh that,
when a person gets married and wishes to
change the title of his home to a joint
tenancy, he has to pay this extra charge
I feel that it is a fair request and some-
thing that the Premier should give full
consideration.

Earlier in the session I asked the Minis-
ter for Transport a question relating to the
removal of tramlines in the vicinity of
George and Hay Streets; and he replied
that when the rails had been shifted from
Beaufort Street, Hay Street and Rokeby
Road were next in line for the removal of
the rails.

Following that, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition brought to the notice of the
Minister the dangerous state of the road
surface and the tramlines just outside Par-
liament House grounds in Hay Street; and
I trust that the Minister-he agreed to get
some officer from the Main Roads Depart-
ment to examine the position-when he
receives the report will take action, even if
in regard to only that section of Hay Street
from George Street to Colin Street, because
it is rapidly becoming an ever greater
traffic hazard,

I wish now to deal with the betting
inquiry which the Government has insti-
tuted and which commenced today. I
think it is a complete waste of public
money; and I feel that the Premier and
his Cabinet Ministers should be con-
demned for starting the inquiry. I say
that, first of all because, in his policy
speech during the election campaign, the
Premier indicated to the people of the
State that, if returned to power, he would
instigate an investigation into the hand-
outs and illegal practices in relation to the
establishment and licensing of S.P. betting
shops in Western Australia.

I believe that in making that statement
he cast a slur on the members of the
Betting Control Board, which consists of
prominent men who have served this
country very well in the past. The first
Chairman of that Hoard was Mr. Andersen,
formerly Commissioner of Police in West-
ern Australia: and I do not think it is
fair that the Premier of the State should
make allegations against a person such as
that. The present Chairman of the Board
is Mr. Styants, a former Minister for
Police; and I am sure there is no more
honest man in Western Australia today.

We come now to the President of the
Western Australian Trotting Association
(Mr. Stratton),* about whom some harsh
things have been said at times in this
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Chamber; but I am sure that he would
have nothing to do with handouts for S.!'.
shop licenses. The other members of the
Hoard are all men of the same calibre, and
I am convinced that the only good which
will come out of the inquiry will be the
clearing of the names of those persons in
regard to the allegations made by the
Premier in his policy speech.

I asked the Premier a question as to
what he thought the cost of the inquiry
would be. Unfortunately, he could not
give an answer, and said that an item
would be placed on the Estimates, later in
the session. However, I think we could
hazard a guess that the inquiry will cost
at least £10,000 or £15,000. That will be
the cost to the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia; and, as I said before, I think it is
a disgraceful waste of money to spend It
in that way, when It could be used for
many more worth-while things, such as
classrooms for the children of the State.

The Premier has, in the Treasury De-
partment. officials who have information
in relation to every transaction carried on
in relation to the S.P. betting set-up in
this State.

Mr. Brand: I wish I had.
Mr. HEAL: The Premier does not even

know what he has there; because every
bet recorded in the S.P. shops and every
item of expenditure by the operators is
forwarded to the Treasury Department.
All the Premier has to do is to call upon
a certain official in his department and
ask for a report.

Mr. Perkins: You will have to eat your
words if the inquiry reveals anything
wrong.

Mr. HEAL: I will not have to eat my
words; but I will not be frightened to ad-
mit it if I am proved wrong. The Minister
and the Premier, however, will have to
eat their words if nothing comes from
the inquiry-

Mr. Perkins: We will have protected the
good name of Western Australia. If every-
thing is aboveboard, why fear an inquiry?

Mr. HEAL: What is wrong with Western
Australia, that you have asked for this
inquiry?

Mr. Brand: He did not make the accu-
sations.

Mr. Perkins: There are many rumours
abroad.

[The Dlepty Speaker (Mr. Roberts) took
the Chair.]

Mr.' HEAL: There is a gentleman in an-
other place who made many rash state-
ments when the legislation was passing
through Parliament. It will be interesting
to see whether he appears before the Royal
Commission and repeats those statements.
However. I do not think he will appear
before the inquiry-and I think the Mini-
ster knows who I mean.
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Mr. Perkins: If there is anything wrong,
this is the way to clean the situation up.

Mr. Graham: So you can have a Royal
Commission every time a half-drunken no-
hoper makes assertions.

Mr. Hll called attention to the state of
the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts):
The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. HEAL: I was about to indicate the
avenues through which reports could be
made available to the Premier in relation
to the present set-up. I mentioned the
Treasury Department, which has informa-
tion about the activities of the betting
shops at present. Then there is the Bet-
ting Control Board, which was constituted
under the legislation, and from which a
full report could be obtained. There are
also the racing and trotting clubs, which
could supply a report indicating the trend
of what is happening to their organisations
and in regard to trotting and racing in
Western Australia. There are also the on-
course and off-course bookmakers; and so
I say that if the Premier is sincere and
calls for those reports he can save many
thousands of pounds in regard to the in-
quiry that is now being held.

Mr. Perkins: We have not made any
accusations; but others have.

Mr. HEAL: The Premier made accusa-
tions-

Mr, Brand: What accusations?
Mr. HEAL: Allegations of graft and

handouts in relation to S.P. licenses.
Mr. Brand: I said nothing of the sort.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts):

The hon. member must address the Chair.
Mr. Brand: Read it out.
Mr. HEAL: I repeat that the Premier

made those accusations in his opening
address-I think at Dongara-during the
election campaign.

Mr. Perkins: I think you should with-
draw an untruthful statement like that.

Mr. HEAL: I would withdraw it, if it
were untruthful; but I do not think either
the Minister or the Premier can prove it so.

Mr. Perkins: The Premier denies that he
said it.

Mr. HEAL: That does not make what
he says true.

Mr. Brand: I said that an inquiry would
be held regarding the allegations made in
the Press.

Mr. Graham: By whom?
Mr. Brand: The allegations made. I did

not say by whom.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts):

Order! I suggest that the member for West
Perth continue to address the Chair, and
he will not get any interjections.

Mr. HEAL: Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. If You can manage to hold the
Premier in, I think we will get on satis-
factorily. From what I-and many other
People to whom I have spoken-can see, it
is clear that certain people in this State
wish to have totalisators set up in place of
the S.P. bookmakers who are operating at
present. When the previous Government
went into the matter-and it went into it
very fully-it found that totalisators
would not be an economical proposition for
Western Australia due, no doubt, to the
large distances between the various country
towns, and the vast areas of Western Aus-
tralia. I fully agree with that, and I am
sure that when this inquiry-

Mr. Brand: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish
to draw attention to the fact that this
matter Is now the subject of an Inquiry by
a Royal Commission.

Mr. Graham: So what?
Mr. Brand: It is sub judice.
Mr. Graham: It did not stop you and

The West Australian from pushing Alan
Smith around when he was a Royal Com-
missioner inquiring into the railways.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts):
It has been decided before that a Royal
Commission is not a court of law. The
hon. member may proceed.

Mr. HEAL: The Premier is having a
mighty tough time tonight.

Mr. Graham: He is very touchy.
Mr. HEAL: I think that any considera-

tion of totalisators for Western Australia
would be totally unwarranted, Whilst I
believe that the racing clubs of Western
Australia need further assistance to enable
them to keep operating, I also believe that
they should put their own house in order.
as the Leader of the Opposition told them
when he as Premier received a deputation
from them.

Today the racing clubs charge 14s. for
admission to the enclosure at the course.
and approximately 3s. for admission to
the leger. It is my belief that any sporting
organisation which is to continue its exis-
tence must cater for the average man;
and I am sure that those prices are not
catering for the average man. I think
that the clubs could open the leger to the
public; and in this way they would attract
many more hundreds to the racecourses,
and the money invested on the totes by
the increased patronage would adequately
account for what they would lose in ad-
mission fees.

The racing clubs charge 2s. for race-
books, and that is quite expensive when
compared with the charge of is 6id by
the trotting club for its racebooks. Also,
the amenities provided for the public at
the racecourses are not very desirable.
The public have to pay Is. for a glass of
beer: whereas they could get the same sort
of thing for 9d. in any of the hotels in
the city or the suburbs. If the racing clubs
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in Western Australia could improve their
facilities it would go a long way towards
attracting more people to the courses.

The industry, if it can be called that,
employs many hundreds of men through-
out Western Australia; and it would not
be a good thing for the State if the racing
clubs had to close their doors and all these
men had to go on to the unemployed list.

While trotting Is not flourishing at pre-
sent-certainly not as it was in pre-war
years-it is far ahead of the racing position
in Western Australia; and I feel that the
racing clubs could well look to the way the
trotting clubs are conducting their affairs.

It has been suggested to the Premier
that the betting shops in Western Austra-
lia. should be closed at 12 noon on racing
days, thereby making more people go to
the racecourses. I do not think the Premier
would be well advised to do that because,
if the S.P. shops were closed at 12 noon,
the receipts to the Treasury from the turn-
over tax would be considerably reduced.
This turnover tax is used to provide many
worth-while benefits for the people of
Western Australia.

I feel sure that the Royal Commissioner's
report will disclose that the operators of
the S.F. shops are running their establish-
ments in a most businesslike manner. On
odd occasions I have visited shops in the
city Block, and in different suburbs to see
what type of Person frequents them, and
how they are being run. I feel they are a
credit to the S.P. operators who have been
granted licenses. I am also of the opinion
that if the Bill which the Attorney-General
has introduced this evening is passed, we
will have people, such as the Leader of the
Opposition mentioned, like Mr. Jamieson,
the horse trainer, making wild allegations.
This Mr. Jamieson made a wild statement
at a meeting held at one of the racecourses
just before the elections. He alleged that
those members of Parliament who sup-
ported the S.F. betting Bill received a
bribe of £200. That is far from the truth.

Mr. Graham, The last time it was before
Parliament it was passed unanimously.

Mr. HEAL: I think this Mr. Jamieson
was very lucky that some members of this
Chamber did not have him called before
the bar of the House to explain his allega-
tions and prove them.

Mr. Tonkin: He climbed down pretty
smartly.

Mr. HEAL: I sincerely hope that the
Royal Commission will be conducted
smoothly; and that people like Mr. Jamie-
son-and others who may go before it-
will not be able to make wild statements
under privilege. Any statements they make
they should have to prove. I do not think
the Premier was wise in having this in-
quiry conducted at present, because these
shops have been in operation for a num-
ber of years. and I have never heard any

complaints from the people of Western Aus-
tralia regarding the way they are con-
ducted.

As a matter of fact, during the elections
In 1956, the present Government which
was then in opposition made great play
about the S.F. betting shops; but, from the
result of the elections, it was quite obvious
that the people of Western Australia were
quite satisfied with what the Hawke Gov-
ermnent had had the courage to do, and
at that election they endorsed the Gov-
ernment's actions.

During the last elections the only com-
ment made was that an inquiry would be
held if the then Opposition was returned
as a Government. Unfortunately that has
come about.

At the last Liberal Party conference held
in Perth, there was one item on the agenda
which was very interesting to me. One of
the local metropolitan branches moved a
resolution that the English test given to
New Australians who wished to become
naturalised should be waived. As the mem-
ber for West Perth. I have a. lot to do
with the New Australian community; and
I have found that after they have heeD
here for four or five years, they are anxious
to become naturalised. But unfortunately
many of them are between 50 and 60 years
of age, and they cannot grasp our language
sufficiently well to be able to pass the test
set by the Immigration Department.

Many elderly Greek and Italian people,
especially the women, do not seem to mix
as much as our own women do, and they
find it impossible to learn English. They
mix among their own people, and speak
in their own language. Consequently,
when they go before the Immigration of-
ficer they are unable to answer the ques-
tions he asks them: and as a result, their
applications for naturalisation are refused
and they are told to come back in three
or six months' time for another test in
English. Certain concessions have been
granted, and where the husband has been
naturalised, and the wife is over the age of
50 years, she does not have to pass the
test; or, if they happen to be 60 years of
age, they do not have to pass any test.

Unfortunately, that item which was
raised at the last Liberal Party conference
was not agreed to; but the present com-
monwealth member for Perth (Mr. F.
Chaney) has indicated by a statement in
The West Australian, that the Common-
wealth Minister for immigration has the
power to grant naturalisation to any per-
son where hardship is proved. I was not
aware he had that power; and in the past I
have never made such an application for
naturalisation. to him. However, I have ar-
ranged with one of the Commonwealth
senators for the particulars of such a ease
to be presented to him, which relates to
a widow who is desirous of being natural-
ised in order to become eligible for the
widow's pension.
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It will be most Interesting to see what
action the Commonwealth Minister for
Immigration will take on that case. I
would like the Mlinister for Lands--who is
the Minister in charge of immigration in
this State-to investigate this aspect of
applying for naturalisation. with a view to
having the English test either eliminated
or made a great deal easier.

Many members of the Italian community
in my electorate were greatly disturbed
when they read a statement published in
the Press based on the remarks made by
a Mrs. Offer during the Liberal Party con-
ference which I1 have just mentioned. I
do not know whether she made this state-
ment unintentionally or not; but it was
certainly a very wild statement, and it has
disturbed the Italian community of West
Perth in no uncertain manner. Mrs. Offer
claimed that brides were being offered for
sale by barter by Italian parents.

The Commissioner of Police was asked
to report on the statement; and in his re-
port, which has been laid on the table of
the House, we find that Mrs. Off er, when
approached, said that she heard that story
told over 20 or 30 years ago. In view of
such an admission. I sincerely hope that
in the future no other person in this State
will make such a wild statement in regard
to New Australians who are trying to as-
similate themselves into our way of life.
A remark such as that can cause great
confusion among members not only of the
Italian community but also the Slav and
German communities, a great many of
whom have settled in this State.
Instead of trying to handicap these people,
the more we can assist them to assimilate
themselves into our way of thinking and
of living, the better it will be for Western
Australia as a whole.

Another matter I wish to bring before
the House is in relation to a statement
made just prior to the State elections by
an organisation which at that time called
itself the W.A. Trade Bureau.. The Direc-
tor of that bureau (Mr. L. L. Carter) made
many rash statements in advertisements
he had published in The West Australian.

In one advertisement, which was pub-
lished in an issue of that paper on the 19th
March, 1959, the following appeared:-

Just Before You Go, Mr. Hawke.
We've been criticising you pretty

solidly lately. Solidly, but fairly. We
haven't twisted your words, or con-
veniently skipped facts and figures to
suit our ease. We haven't attacked
you out of spite, or to get some child-
hood chip off our shoulders. WE'RE
NOT PLAYIG PARTY POLITICS.
WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO SAY
IS MUCH TOO IMPORTANT FOR
ALL THAT.

It is the last two sentences that I want
the H-ouse to consider. In view of those
-words it is amazing that, immediately after
the elections were held, this organisation

went out of existence. However, only last
week again, we saw the name of Mr. Carter
and the W.A. Trade Bureau mentioned in
The West Australian. For the informa-
tion of members, I have a copy of a circular
issued by the West Australian Chamber
of Manufactures (Inc.), dated the 17th
April, 1959, which I would like to read.
It is as follows:-

Circular.
Dear Member:

At the last meeting of the Executive
Council of your Chamber, a unanimous
vote was recorded to the effect that
the W.A. Trade Bureau has success-
fully accomplished the task for which
it was formed, and it is felt that the
established organisations of industry
and commerce should now pursue their
own independent activities.

In accordance with this resolution,
the Chairman of the Trade Bureau
has been advised that this Chamber is
withdrawing its representation.

B. Maci~inlay,
President.

That letter is extremely interesting in the
light of the statement made by Mr. Carter
in his advertisement that they were not
playing party politics, and that what they
were trying to say was much too import-
ant for all that. In view of the contents
of the letter I have just read to the House,
the Opposition could justifiably move for
the appointment of a Royal Commission to
inquire into the activities of this so-called
W.A. Trade Bureau. It certainly pulled
the wool over the eyes of the people of
Western Australia during the last State
elections.

Another interesting document in this
Permier's Department file which I have
before me clearly indicates why the
Premier and his Cabinet so thoughtfully
decided to transfer the then Uinder-
'Treasurer (Mr. H. Bond) to his new
position of Public Service Commissioner.
No doubt members of the Chamber have
read the file to which I am referring, so
I do not wish to bore them by reading the
contents of this document to the House.
However, it is quite plain, judging from a
letter written over the signature of Mr.
Bond to the Premier of the State at that
time, that to his way of thinking something
should be done to prove to the people of
Western Australia that the statements con-
talied in the advertisement Published by
the W.A. Trade Bureau were false anid
misleading.

Of course, when the new Government
took office, apparently such a step was not
satisfactory to it. The first step the Gov-
ernment took after it stopped the payment
of 17s. 6d. a week to single unemployed
persons, changed the name of the Golden
West Bridge to the Narrows Bridge. and
altered the site of the railway traffic bridge
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at Fremantle, was to transfer Mr. Bond to
his new position. Fortunately for Mr.
Bond, his salary was not reduced; but I do
not think it was a very nice thing to do
to an officer who has given this State many
very valuable years of service not only in
the Treasury Department, but also In the
State Housing Commission and the W"ater
Supply Department.

Mr. Jamieson: It was not a very ethical
move.

Mr. Brand: You ought to talk about
ethics!

Mr. HEAL: Nothing done by this Gov-
ernment has been very ethical.

Mr, Brand: You are just the boy t o talk
about ethics!

Mr. HEAL: If the Premier will control
himself for a few minutes I will not take
UP much more of his time. I would like
to have recorded in Hansard that, prio~r
to the date of the election, organisers of
the Liberal Party tried unsuccessfully to
have the names of many hundreds of
people struck off the West Perth and East
Perth Assembly rolls. In relation to that
subject. I quote an article from The West
Australian as fellows:-

331 ELECTORS TO REMAIN
ON W.P. ROLL

A move to disenrol 331 West Perth
electors ended abruptly in a Special
Perth Local Court yesterday when all
the objections were withdrawn.

On Wednesday. 396 objections to
East Perth electors were dismissed.

Yesterday, Magistrate T. Ansel] ag-
reed to the withdrawal of 331 objec-
tions, on the application of counsel P.
T, Atkins, who appeared for the ob-
jector, R. 1. 'Viner, of Ventnor-avenue.
West Perth.

Mr. Viner, a law student-
not a very well-versed one, I should im-
agine

-is employed by the Liberal Party.
Is it not an amazing thing that we have

in the Liberal Party today very many quali-
fied lawyers sitting -among its ranks? For
example, there is the member for Sublaco
who is a well-known lawyer, as is the
Attorney-General. The previous Attorney-
General was also a lawyer.

Mr. O'Connor: He is not a member of
the Liberal Party.

Mr. HEAL: We had Mr. Abbott, a well-
known lawyer: and Mr. Quentin Stowe.
who is also a well-known lawyer.

Mr. Bavell: You were given a run far
your money.

Mr. HEAL: We find these people taking
action to have struck off the roll electors
from East Perth and West Perth. They

attempted to do this in a manner which is
completely foreign to the people of
Western Australia. I am sure it was very
Pleasing to the people in the electorates
concerned when their names were allowed
to remain on the rolls.

As a matter of fact, the magistrate con-
cerned did say that the Attorney-General
should look into this matter with a view to
making some amendment to the Electoral
Act to ensure that a person cannot object
to the names of certain electors merely by
paying a sum of 2s. 6d, It is well known
that the Liberal Party spent £200 or £300
on this matter: and costs were awarded
against it. It is also a most amazing thing
that the person who objected to the names
of the electors on the East Perth roll should
lodge a cheque which was undoubtedly a
Liberal Party cheque.

Mr. Brand: How do you know that?

Mr. HEAL: It is in the department now.
I hope the Premier will not say I am telling
another untruth.

Mr. Court: It is rather intriguing that a
private member should have access to the
banking records of the Electoral Depart-
ment.

Mr. Tonkin: You know very well it was
published.

Mr. HEAL: I think the Minister for
Railways should know better than to make
an interjection like that. The matter was
published in the newspaper; as a matter of
fact, it was published in The West Aus-
traliatn. I hope the Attorney-General will
have a look into this matter with a view
to amending the Electoral Act in that
direction. This action was more or less
recommended by the magistrate concerned.

Mr. Bovell: How many electors have
been struck off the West Perth roll since
the elections?

Mr. HEAL: I do not know. Can the
Minister tell me how many have been
struck off the Busselton roll? There are a
lot of D.L.P. electors whom I feel sure he
would like to have off the rolls. I would
like to make mention of another article
that appeared in The West Australian, and
which had reference to a question asked
by Mr. Cleaver, the Federal Member for
Swan. It reads as follows:-

Tuesday: Requests from the new
W.A. coalition Government for Conm-
monwealth assistance would get no
better-and no w o r s e-treatment
than similar requests from the previ-
ous Labour Government, Prime Mini-
ster Menzies indicated today.

He told W.A. Liberal member R.
Cleaver in the House of Representa-
tives that he would not like it thought
there was a discriminating test ap-
plied to the requests of any Govern-
ment.
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Requests from the W.A. Labour
Government had always been given
careful consideration and that pro-
cedure would continue.

Mr, Cleaver had asked whether the
Government would review West Aus-
tralian requests for Commonwealth
assistance and give them sympathetic
consideration now that there had been
a change of Government.

It is certainly gratifying that the Prime
Minister of Australia should give such an
answer to Mr. Cleaver, because I think it
would be totally unfair for a particular
political party in power to receive better
treatment from the Federal Government
than was given to its predecessor.

I hope that the Treasurer and his Mini-
sters will put to the best use possible the
loan moneys that are made available to
the State far the forthcoming financial
year. At present there are many worth-
while projects that need speeding up-
there are such items as schools, hospitals
and water supplies, to mention a few. In
view of the great job done by the previous
Labour Government it would be most
pleasing if the people in the metropolitan
area were not committed to water restric-
tions in the ensuing summer months. If
the rainfall is normal this season-and it
has not been so up to the present time-
there should be no necessity for the Mini-
ster for Works to impose water restrictions
on the people of Western Australia.

It is also most gratifying to know that
the comprehensive water scheme, which
was given so much attention by the pre-
vious Government, is affording country
people so great an advantage in the matter
of their water supplies. I hope the Mini-
ster will push on with the scheme so that
the people in the country areas will have
the same facilities and privileges in that
direction as those enjoyed by the people
in the metropolitan area. It has been
said that members who hold metropolitan
seats on this side of the House are one-
eyed in relation to the activities of the
previous Government; that we seek every-
thing for the metropolitan area.

If we look at the picture we will see the
great work done by the Hawke Labour
Government in endeavouring to set up
primary industries in Western Australia;
and I hope that in the near future we will
see the establishment of many new primary
industries in this State. For the sake of
the people of Western Australia, and of the
State generally, I hope the Minister for
Industrial Dcvolpment will attract many
more secondary industries into the State.
There is no doubt that the trip undertaken
by the previous Minister for Works to
attract industry to this State will soon
bear fruit. If the present Minister follows
up those activities the State of Western
Australian will benefit as a result.

MVR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [10.48): 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with

the following result-

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. Jamnieson

Mr. Boyd]l
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Graydlen
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Rhatigan

Ayes-21.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nuisen
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tams
Mr. Tonkcin
Mr. May

(reller. I
Noes-fl2.

Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MoLarty
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mir. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. L. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Nalder

Majority against-i.
Motion thus negatived.

[The Speakcer resumed the Chair.)
MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) 110.51]: I

would like to address my opening remarks
during this debate to you, Mr. Speaker,
and to the Deputy Speaker, and congratu-
luate you on your elevation to your respec-
tive high offices.

Speaking to the motion, I want to touch
on the subject of railway freights payable
by the mining industry of this State, and
in particular by the four local companies
operating on the Golden Mile. The Gold-
mining industry is experiencing great
difficulties; yet at the same time it is en-
deavouring- to maintain a high level of
employment, a high level of production.
and favourable returns. It is operating on
a, basis under which it is selling the com-
modity it produces at the 1949 price level:
while it is operating on 1959 costs. No
other business I know of operates under
such a handicap.

I would quote a few sections from the
presidential report delivered by the Presi-
dent of the Western Australian Chamber
of Mines at the 58th annual general meet-
ing held in Kalgoorlie on the 26th May,
1959. The following aire some of his com-
ments:

The companies have in recent years
spent, or are spending at the moment
over £2,000,000 on plant, machinery
and equipment generally in an en-
deavour, to meet rising costs, and have
to some large extent been successful
in doing so. The point Is fast ap-
proaching where further capital ex-
penditure of this nature, however
large, will not be able to achieve this
object.
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I quote those remarks to show some of the
difficulties under which the goidmining in-
dustry is functioning. The following is
another of his comments:-

I do not think it out of place here
to once again touch on the question of
railway freights. The goidraining in-
dustry must play a very important
Part In its contribution to the Rail-
way Department in the matter of
freights on two of the principal lines
in the State. I refer to the Kal-
goorlie-Perth and Salgoorlie-Esper-
ance lines.

Taking this Into account and also
the part which the industry is playing
in the economy of the State and the
distribution of population of the State,
I feel that some consideration should
be given to the question of freight on
stores required in the goldmining in-
dustry, and in this respect I refer
principally to the freight charged on
mining timber, explosives and oil fuel.

It will be a very fine gesture on the
Part of the State Government, and one
which will be much appreciated by,
and most helpful to the mining in-
dustry, If some rebate could be granted
In this connection. I suggest it is a
matter to which the State-Govern-
ment may give some consideration.

I was able to find out by inquiry that
£173,385 had been paid directly to the
Railway Department by the four gold-
mining companies on the Golden Mile
over the last 12 months. That was paid
in direct freight. The four companies con-
cerned are the Lake View & Star, Gold
Mines of Kalgoorlie, the Great Boulder.
and the North Kalgurli. I am informed
that the amount paid indirectly to the
Railway Department ranged between
£25,000 and £30,000 per annum.

Some of the commodities which are
drawn to the mine sidings by the Rail-
'way Department comprise mining timber
from Dun, sawn timber from various
south-west stations, coal which emanates
from Collie and is used by the Kalgoorlie
Power Corporation, and oil from Esper-
ance and Fremantle. Cyanide, explosives,
and other general merchandise are heavy
consignments to the mining industry from
which the Railway Department derives
revenue.

As far as fuel is concerned, I am in-
formed that the freight on fuel oil from
Esperance to the mining companies repre-
sents 140s. 10d. per ton; and if the mines
provide their own tankers, a deduction of
10 per cent. is made. Allowing for that.
the rail freight is £6 6s. 9d. per ton on
fuel oil ex Esperance.

At the same time the cost of fuel sup-
plied to the mining companies at Esper-
ance is £16 per ton. Therefore we find
that the freight on fuel from Esperance
amounts to almost 50 per cent. of the cost
at Esperance. The cost is £16. while the
freight is almost £7 per ton.

I was very interested in the, figures sup-
plied by the Minister for Railways in
answer to questions. The questions were
posed to ascertain what revenue was drawn
by the Railway Department from all goods
transported to the various mining sidings
through the Boulder railway station to
be consumed by the mines, as distinct from
goods brought to Kalgoorlie and Boulder
for town consumption.

I have estimated that, for the financial
year ended the 30th June, 1958. a total
of £ 285,935 was paid to the Railway De-
partment. It will be agreed that the
mining industry in this State-and, in
particular, the four companies on the
Golden Mile-is playing no small part in
contributing to the revenue of the Rail-
way Department.

When the Minister for Rail-ways
replies to this debate, I would ap-
preciate it if he would touch on this
subject. I also appeal to him to give
some favourable consideration to a
rebate to the mining industry-an in-
dustry which is operating on the 1949 price
level and selling its commodity on that
level, while it faces costs of the 1959
vintage. Any reduction given to that in-
dustry would be appreciated.

I would like now to address a few re-
marks to the Minister for Native- Welfare.
Earlier this year, when the new Govern-
ment was installed in office, I had occa-
sion, because of an ever-growing problem
of natives in the Kalgoorlie area, to make
representations to the Minister for Native
Welfare, asking him to give consideration
to the provision of firewood and shelters
for those in the vicinity of a native re-
serve that had been built by the previous
Labour Government.

Those members who know Kalgoorlie
will realise that on the eastern section of
the town leading along the road to Broad
Arrow there is a spot which has been a
favoured one by natives for many years
because it is close to the road leading
to the north-east, where many natives are
prone to go walkabout to seek employ-
ment. Nothing was provided in that area
to meet their sanitary requirements; and
the white people living nearby, in the last
few years--and particularly in the last
12 months-have been very outspoken in
their criticism of the habits of natives In
close proximity to their homes.

This was a matter of grave concern to
the Kalgoorlie Road Board when it was
understood that half a mile away from
the spot used by the natives there was
an ablution block and washing facilities
which were provided for the use of the
natives but which were not being used.
The reason this block was not being used
was not difficult to find: firewood near the
ablution block was completely non-exAist-
ent.. The Forests Department in Kal-
goorlie is very vigilant-and rightly so-
about people cutting down small bushes
around the town, and one has to be very
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careful in this regard. I am very pleased
to report-and em grateful to the Mini-
ster-that after some correspondence, he
agreed that firewood should be made avail-
able and that shelters would be placed on
the reserve.

I was out at the reserve last week and
was Pleased to note that firewood had been
placed there: and I am told by a local
officer that the shelters will be forth-
comning. In the meantime the natives have
no shelter, but they are using the firewood;
and, what is more important, they are
using the ablution block and becoming
trained in methods of hygiene. Therefore,
the problem of the people in Broad Arrow
Road has, to a great extent, been removed.
That matter, I feel sure, is one that has
brought a great deal of satisfaction -to the
Kalgoorlie Road Board. To conclude my
remarks on this subject, I feel that with
the provision of shelters and firewood-
the firewood must be cut small; otherwise
the natives will burn more and become
extravagant-a happy solution will be
found to, a difficult problem.

While addressing my remarks to the
Minister for Native Welfare, I would like
to mention briefly a few matters in rela-
tion to his other portfolio-that of the
Police Department. There has been some
publicity in the last week or two in regard
to a search conducted by the police in
Kalgoorlie for a wandering man. This
man was a foreigner who wandered into
the bush.

Reports were given to the police that a
man was roaming around the bush. The
police searched for him, and I believe it
was four days before he was found. At
one stage he called at a station homestead
and asked for a meal; and I have been
told that the police were only four miles
away, but there was no means of con-
tactinig them. A lady at Carbine Station
was able to contact the Kalgoorlie police
by 'Phone. The police had only been four
miles away from the station but there was
no means for them to receive a message.

This search highlighted the need for
the Kalgoorlie police, who cover such a
wide and comprehensive area, to be
equipped with two-way radio. They have
a radio post with which to contact Perth,
Albany, Bunbury, and Qeraidton; and I
ami grateful for that. The present van at
Kalgoorlie has done over 60,000 miles, and
'I believe a new one is ear-marked for
Kalgoorlie. I appeal to the Minister to
give favourable consideration to equipping
that van with two-way radio so that the
police, in the event of a search similar to
the one I have mentioned, will be able to
expedite it and carry it to a successful
conclusion. Had the police van been
equipped with two-way radio during the
search I previously mentioned, that man
may have been found something like two
days earlier.

Mr. Perkins: It Is possible to obtain a
two-way radio when required.

Mr. EVANS: They are very anxious
about this matter.

Mr. Cornell: Why didn't the woman leg-
rope him?

Mr. EVANS: In addition to being a
great help in searches, a two-way radio
would also be of much benefit to the
ordinary patrols within the town itself. I
am waiting anxiously for a reply from the
Minister on that particular subject.

I would like briefly to mention an appeal
which has been made to the Premier by
the Qoldfields Advisory Council of the
affiliated Police Boys' Clubs on the gold-
fields. A copy of a letter sent to the
Premier has, I believe, been passed on to
local members who have been asked to
do what they can to try to persuade the
Premier to give a favourable reply to the
request. I do not intend to read this
letter, as I know the Premier would have
read it. However, I do hope that he will
give favourable consideration to its con-
tents.

I would say that the Police Boys' Clubs
in Kalgoorlie-there are five of them-
which are recent innovations in that area,
are doing a wonderful job. They are pro-
moting civic interest, which must develop
in the young a, healthy citizenship. These
clubs have been formed through the efforts
of one particular police constable who I
believe is well known in the metropolitan
area. He can always tell a very long story,
and I think most members know the man
of whom I am speaking. He has done a
marvellous job in Kalgoorlie for the Police
Boys' Clubs, and he needs encouragement,
particularly that wearing a financial
brand. I1 conclude these remarks with the
hope that the Premier will give favourable
consideration to this request.

Mr. Perkins: I will probably be having
a look at those Police Boys' Clubs in a
fortnight's time.

Mr. EVANS: Thank you.
Mr. Nulsen: They are doing an excel-

lent job throughout Western Australia.
Mr. EVANS: I wish to make a few brief

remarks on an amendment which I claim
should be made to the Electoral Act or
regulations provided under that Act. I
am sure members will agree with me that
it is something which will be of benefit
to the public as a whole at the time when
elections are being held.

Under the Commonwealth Electoral Act
lists are printed and made available to the
public, through Commonwealth electoral
offices, showing all candidates standing in
contested electorates. They are of great
benefit to people who may happen to visit
the town on election day and desire to
record an absentee vote. Such a person
can consult the list and find his electorate,
under which the candidates are given, to-
gether with their party designations. No
such system operates under the State Act.
The State electoral officer has a list of
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candidates, but party affiliations are not
shown; and I think that the State Act
could well be amended to conform with
the Commonwealth legislation in that re-
spect.

I wish now to refer to an anomaly which
arose in a recent case under the licensing
law, in Kalgoorlie. and I regret that the
Attorney-General is not present at the
moment. The police raided a certain hotel
in Kalgoorlie some months ago, and dis-
covered that the publican had been trad-
ing before the legal hours. When the case
came before the court, the magistrate took
into consideration not only this particular
offence, but also two offences that had
occurred a considerable time before.

I am informed that the magistrate's
action was wrong in principle: and that
his duty was to try the man on that par-
ticular offence only. I was pleased to
hear that an application was made to the
Attorney-General, who revoked part of the
penalty imposed on that publican; as it
was felt that the magistrate was wrong
in taking into consideration past offences,
which were not related in any way to the
case before the court.

I was interested recently to read an
article in the Weekend Mail under the
heading, "War on Glass Thefts from
Hotels." It was not the matter of thefts
from hotels that interested me, so much
as the fact that on visiting the Eastern
States I found that containers In hotels
there were stamped according to size.
'tJTVA Queensland, '7 ounces," would be
a typical example, or "New South Wales
UTJVA 5 ounces." In this State glasses are
not standardised in size and are not
stamped in that way. The article to which
I have referred relates to efforts being
made by the Australian Hotels Associa-
tion-formerly the U.L.V.A.-to have the
glasses stamped in order to avoid thefts.

I do not suggest that all hotels should
be required overnight to have their glasses
stamped; but I think they could be told
that after a certain date it would be neces-
sary for them to have their containers
stamped; because that would protect them
from theft. I understand that one can go
to a wholesaler and buy what are com-
monly known in Perth as the "middy," or
in Kalgoorlie as the "schooner," or what
is known as a glass in both places. If a
hotel finds that a person is in possession
of such containers, it is risky to prosecute
for theft, as it might be able to be proved
that the glasses were purchased honestly.
Stamping of the containers would over-
come the difficulty and would have the
effect, also, of letting the consumer know
the contents of the container in question.

In some hotels in Perth there are 5-
ounce glasses as well as 4+-ounce glasses,
and it is difficult to tell the difference be-
tween them. Stamping would provide pro-
tection for both publican and consumer. I
repeat that the hotels could be told that

after a certain date, all replacement glasses
should be stamped, and I believe that the
cost of stamping is only something like
id. per container.

Coming now to the question of traffic,
I have a few cross words to say on cross-
walks. I believe that further considera-
tion should be given to the question of
crosswalks because, if the position is left
as it now is, we might as well get a brush
and black paint and wipe the crosswalks
out in some sections of the city of Perth.
Their purpose is completely defeated when
we find, in Hay Street, and also in Forrest
Place opposite the railway station, a mad
scramble by pedestrians to dodge the cars.

In the Press of the 13th July there is
a paragraph about a pedestrian being hit
by a taxi on a crosswalk: and that is not
an isolated case. I appeal to the Minister
once again to examine the situation re-
garding crosswalks, particularly as I am
informed that traffic lights have been
ordered for certain of the pedestrian cross-
ings in Perth. If necessary the regulation
should be further amended in order that
the crosswalks may become what they
should be-real safe walks.

I regret that the Chief Secretary is ill
tonight; and I am disappointed that the
Government has agreed to a request that
has been made for many years by theatre
proprietors for permission to dispense with
the services of volunteer fire brigade men.
The request has been acceded to, making
it no longer necessary for theatres to be
guarded by volunteer fire brigade officers
so long as they supply their own fire
guards. The fire guards now provided by
some theatres, I understand, are the men
who collect the tickets and who have no
fire training at all.

If a fire occurred at such a theatre, I
hesitate to imagine what control such per-
sons could exercise, knowing no more than
the man in the street about what to do in
the event of fire. They would not be able
to direct the flow of traffic out of a theatre
in the case of a catastrophe. I understand
that the Government is going to compen-
sate the volunteer fire brigades by an
amount of £200 per brigade. That seems
a dismal compensation when related to the
returns that some of the brigades would
normally receive for the protection of
theatres.

There are four theatres and four such
volunteer fire brigades in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder; and I am sure that attendance
at the theatres over 12 months would re-
turn to those brigades much more than
£200. I1 can only say that the result of
the change will be a drop in the attend-
ance at the volunteer fire brigades; and
that will be a blow to this State. These
Young men look forward to their duty
night at theatres, realising that, as mem-
bers of the team, they are bringing finance
to their teams to enable them to compete
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at gymkhanas and demonstrations, to their (2) Did the Minister in charge of war
own honour and the glory of their dis-
tricts.

But now, with an income'of only £200
being guaranteed to the brigades, I am
sure there will be a falling off in interest.
and the day that happens will be a very
sorry one for Western Australia.

With those remarks, I have much
pleasure in supporting this Address-in-
reply to the Speech so graciously deivered
by His Excellency the Governor.

On motion by Mr. Guthrie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.21 p.m.

Olgiili Council
Wednesday, the 22nd July, 1959
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service land settlement inspect this
property during his recent inspec-
tion of dairy farms in the South-
west?

(3) On what date was it decided that
this property was surplus to war
service land settlement require-
ments?

(4) Will the Minister in charge of war
service land settlement table the
complete file dealing with Nelson
Location 12053, so that interested
persons can see for themselves the
complete story of this holding?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(1) The farm was declared surplus to

requirements.
(2) In the absence of the Minister and

the Chairman of the Land Settle-
ment Board, this information is
not available.

(3) Property was declared surplus by
the Land Settlement Board on the
25th March, 1959, approved by
the Minister for Agriculture on
the 3rd June, 1959.

(4) As the file contains the approved
reserve price for the property,
which is to be auctioned on the
6th August, 1959, the hon. member
may peruse the file at the office of
the Acting Minister for Agriculture.
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Mines:
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345 Western Australia of the Legislative
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... 7 debates and other printing for Parlia-
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bhe Chair at rnentary salary, reimbursement of ex-
penses and postage stamps.
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